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“There Is No Death” 
By Ruth Elizabeth Parker 


T IS so hard to die ; 
To leave earth’s springtime and its light 
For dark and gloom. 
To feel worlds thrill with new-born life, 
With light of love and conquered strife, 
With joy and mingled passions rife, 
And then—to die. 


It is so hard to live ; 
To work and strive through darkened days 
And rise to fall. 
To have one’s eyes grow dim with years, 
To see the world through bitter tears, 
To wish for death, release from fears, 
And have to live. 


Is it so hard to live, 
O world, all wearied with the strife 

And work of years ? P 
Then feel the pulsing life of spring, 
Earth’s great confession to her King 
That all is well, though storms may bring 

The dark and rain. 


Is it so hard to die, 

Heaven’s child, to whom thy Father calls 
A welcome home? . 

This life the bud, and that the flower, 

A million bird-songs every hour, 

Rest, work, and friends, no fears to lower, 
Eternity. 


Lockport, N. Y. 








Yesterday’s Surrender Not To-day’s 
Yesterday’s victory does not assure to-day’s. 
Only the Christ who gave yesterday's victory can give 
to-day’s ; and he can give it only as to-day records 
our fresh surrender to him, in a new act of dedication, 
a new drawing upon him as our whole life and our 


only hope. This means continued obedience, and 
new obedience ; for the day will bring forth testings 
new and old. It is the glory and peril of our life that 
each new day marks a whole world of new possibilities 
in achievement or defeat. Yet we are so prone to 
think we can live safely to-day in the surrender that 
we made of ourselves to Christ on that memorable 
occasion years ago,—or months, or weeks ago, or yes- 
terday. We cannot do it. Every day the Devil 
hurls himself at us to persuade us to recall our surren- 
der. Unless we surrender to Christ all over again 
each day, each hour, yesterday's surrender will not be 


worth much more to us than a cancelled postage stamp 
or a last year’s almanac. As Mr. S. D. Gordon has 
said, pointing out that a certain man, who was used of 
God. a generation ago in the beginnings of a wonderful 
movement that led to the Keswick and Northfield 
Conferences of to-day, nevertheless slipped by the way 
later and became no longer usable as he had been: 
‘«There is no guarantee of steady keeping on except 
in the constant fresh touch with God.’’ That means 
the life opened wide anew each day to the personal 
infilling of the Spirit of Christ. 


KK 
Are You a Patriot? 


If there is one virtue which most men are sure 
they have, and which not one man in a hundred does 
have, it is patriotism. The recruiting offices of army 
and navy ask for able-bodied men, not for what 
the insurance companies would call unsafe risks. 
And Justice Brewer once said to the students of 
Yale, ‘‘ The first thing a man owes to his own coun- 
try is the integrity of his own life.’ Therefore aman 
who does anything to impair the integrity of his life is 
unpatriotic, and an undesirable citizen. But there is 
no integrity, no wholeness and soundness of life, ex- 
cept in Jesus Christ. So good citizenship aemands 
Christ as the life. Any deviation from Christ's high- 
est standards, any breaking with him, or the with- 
holding from him of any part of our life, is treason 
not only to him but to our country as well. Jesus 
was the only citizen who ever fully rendered to Czesar 
the things that are Czesar's. It is easy to talk about 
patriotism ; the real thing is as rare as out-and-out 
Christianity, 

Xx 


The Life that Wins 

There is only one life that wins ; and that is the 
life of Jesus Christ. Nota life that is like Christ's, 
or a life that is helped by Christ, or a life that has 
merely been saved by Christ, or a life that is serving 
Christ : the best that such lives can do is to win some- 
times, and falteringly. The really winning life is 
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Christ's own life: the life that he himself is now 
actually living. No other life is sufficient for you and 
me, as the winning life that we so desperately need, 
except the life of Christ himself. And that Life he 
offers, freely and literally, to any one who will take — 
not it, but him. For no one but Christ can live 
Christ's life ; yet he is ready and eager to live his life 
in any one whowilllethimdoso, This is ‘‘ the mys- 
tery which hath been hid for ages and generations : 
but now hath it been manifested [to those]. . . to whom 
God was pleased to make known what is the riches of 
the glory of this mystery. .., which is Christ in you."’ 
Christ in you can live for you the life that wins ; but 
only when you have let him replace your life with his 
own, Then it will seem to others that you are living 
the life that wins ; but you will know that it is not 
you, but Christ, and that your only true life is the life 
that is Christ. 
x 


How Faith Proves Itself 

Faith is one of the most practical, concrete, liard- 
headed things in the world. Yet many people talk 
about it as though it were a mysterious, visionary, in- 
definable, and elusive sort of thing. The men of 
greatest faith are usually the men who are working 
hardest and accomplishing, most., For real faith 
always shows itself in action. James’ test of faith was 
works ; and the test still holds good. If aman really 
has faith in his doctor, he does what that doctor tells 
him to do ; and, as he finds that the doing of the doc- 
tor’s will is worth while, his faith in the doctor grows 
and deepens. So of our faith in God. . If we would 
have more faith in God, let us .4o more of God's will. 
And let us not claim to have faith in him unless we 
obey him. That ‘‘ faith is shown only in obedience"’ 
is well brought out in the current Sunday-school les- 
son, Naaman’s faith in Elisha was worth nothing to 
Naaman until he went and washed in the Jordan. 
Our faith in God is worth nothing except as we act on 
it in obedience to God. Make your faith practical, 
or be sure that you will lose what faith you may think 
you have. 


< 


The Danger of Worshiping the Angel 


N THE book of Revelation there occurs a naive 
confession the significance of which is sometimes 
missed, The author says that once when lost in 

wonder at the discoveries made to him of the myste- 
ries of the spiritual world, he was betrayed into offer- 
ing to the created medium of the discovery the devotion 
he should have reserved for God alone. ‘‘I fell 
down to worship at the feet of the angel which showed 
me these things. Then saith he unto me, See thou 
do it not ; for [ am thy fellow-servant, and of thy 
brethren the prophets, and of them which keep the 
sayings of this book : worship God.’’ We who read 
this and know even a little of what true religion owes 


‘to the author of the Revelation are amazed that he 


should appear even momentarily to falter in his mon- 
otheism. But that may be because we have fallen 
into the idea that monotheism once seized and con- 
fessed remains more inevitable and unescapable than 
it really is. 

For in point of fact it never has been easy for men 
to reserve worship for God alone. ‘‘ We have come 
in process of time,’’ said.a thoughtful Zulu, ‘* to wor- 
ship spirits because we knew not what to say about 
the great God who is before all others, and so we 
could not bear to think on him.’’ Paul evidently 
knew of traces in heathenism of a lost monotheism. 
‘* They refused,’’ he said, ‘‘to retain God in their 
knowledge, . . . and so worshiped the creature rather 
than the Creator.’” The Old Testament has been de- 
scribed as the story of a prolonged effort to ‘‘ keep 
Jehovah in his true place.”’ 


The worship of angels is a peculiarly interesting 
form of defection from worship of God ; for in all 
probability it originated in that thought of the angels, 
as the messengers of the Divine word, which is em- 
phasized both in the Old Testament and in the New. 
And in that form we are not free from the danger yet. 
There is in the heart of man so profound a sense of 
the fitness to his need of certain words of God that 
when these are uttered the possession of them by the 
mediary seems so wonderful as to compel an awe of 
the mediary that may come dangerously near to wor- 
ship. It will be seen at once that there are good ele- 
ments in this awe : gratitude, naive admiration, deep 
self-distrustful reverence. Ministers of the gospel 
who have found themselves the objects of this rever- 
ential awe have been compelled to recognize the 
beautiful elements in it. And precisely this has con- 
stituted their problem in dealing with it. For they 
have seen its deadly danger: how quickly, almost 
insensibly, the eyes of the worshiper fall away from 
God, and.fasten only on God's messenger : how the 
real force of the message is missed when the wor- 
shiper’s heart finds itself comforted and pleased by 
the reflex soothing of its own admiration and recag- 
nition of the messenger ; and above all, what post- 
ponements of close grips with controversies of con- 
science may be made through the device of** worship- 
ing the angel.’’ Most ministers know at least one man 
in their congregation whose very personal devotion to 
themselves makes them shudder; for they are haunted 
by the fear lest their friend be dealing too much with 
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man and putting off the evil hour when he must deal 
alone with God. 

Paul found this spirit of excessive devotion to the 
favorite messenger at work in the church at Corinth, 
and he was horrified at the real degradation to which 
it brought men whom it made say, ‘‘I belong to Paul: 
1 to Apollos,’’ ‘ What!" said Paul, ‘‘have my 
services to you been such that you belong to me and 
not rather 1 to you? Was Paul crucified for you ?”’ 
There is, he implies, a point at which admiration of 
a preacher and sense of debt to a preacher must stop: 
beyond that point lies not merely loss of self-respect, 
but loss of God, and of that immediate contact with 
God which really saves man. 

It is always a mark of religious decadence when 
men are occupied too much with the messengers of 
God and lean too heavily upon them. The tempta- 
tion has always pressed with special weight upon 
women, and has exploited some of the most beautiful 
traits in the character of woman,—her affectionate 
devotion to the individual, her gratitude, her loyalty. 
She has thus easily surrendered to the power of the 
priest, that power which lessens as men and women 
advance in the liberty of the children of God. 

A curious obverse to this worship of the messenger 
is the detestation of the messenger by the man whose 
conscience is disturbed by the message. Every hon- 





Let Us Give Up Stealing, this Easter! 


Stealing is none the less stealing when it is un- 
conscious or thoughtless. A great deal of that sort of 
stealing goes on in our churches and Sunday-schools -. 
and it need not go on any longer if all pastors, super- 
intendents, and teachers will stop to think and be fair. 
The stealing referred to is the unauthorized reprinting 
for one’s own use of the words or music of copy- 
righted hymns or special exercises. 

The publishing of music and hymns is expensive 
business. It is a very important adjunct of Sunday- 
school and church life ; but it is nota ible busi- 
ness to conduct without the same sort of protection to 
the property and rights invested therein as is assured 
by law to other property owners. That protection is 
offered in the copyright law. This means that when 
writers and publishers have invested their time and 
money in the production of a product that is thus 
their own, and, copyrighting it, offer it for sale, other 
persons shall not be permitted to reproduce this 
product without permission. If any wish to own it 
and use it, they are expected to buy it and pay for it, 
just as they buy and pay for groceries and coal and 
clothing. Without this law and its observance, the 
publishing of these helps to church life would become 
commercially impossible, 

Yet many and many a church and Sunday-school 
steals the property of these publishers, with a light- 
hearted indifference that sometimes seems inexplica- 
ble. It will order a few samples of Easter or Christ- 
mas exercises, select what it likes best, and then pro- 
ceed to reprint, by. type or mimeograph or otherwise, 
the copyrighted words, music, or both. This is stealing. 
Is it not time the practise was entirely given up? 

Last year The Sunday School Times discussed the 
matter, under the topic, ‘‘The Thoughtless Practise of 
Stealing,’’ and published a strong letter from the head 
of one of the best known publishing houses in the 
field of religious music. A remarkably interesting 
response was made to this, by readers, publishers, 
and other religious papers, It is worth while to no- 
tice how some of the publishing houses view the dis- 
crediting practise. Their letters give pretty straight 
talk ; but is it unjustified ? 

Referring to the Times’ editorial discussion of the 
subject, the Hall-Mack Company of Philadelphia, 
New York, and Chicago, writes : 

We consider this a very strong article, and one which should 
be copied by every religious paper in the United States. It 
is inconceivable to us how Sunday-school superintendents can 
stand before their scholars as honest men, after having delib- 
erately taken the property belonging to other people. We 
have repeatedly called their attention to this matter. Your 
ar.icle is just the thing that is needed. 

A Cincinnati house, the Fillmore Brothers Com- 
pany, has this to say : 

We publishers have been suffering for some years from the 
practise of local Sunday-school people taking our copyright 
words and music and reprinting them without our knowledge or 
consent. The letter furnished the Times by the publisher is 
not an exaggeration in the least. We compliment ‘The Sun- 
day School limes in giving instructions to their good readers 
on this important moral matter, for we believe many of them 
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est exponent of the Divine word knows what this mis- 
directed antagonism means. To quarrel with the 
messenger is one of the commonest devices for evad- 
ing the Behind the execration of the angel 
lies just what lies behind the worship of the angel, — 
the fear of radical and costly transactions with God 
himself. 

May we not then admire and love and lean upon 
the messenger, and ‘‘receive him as an angel of God’’ ? 
Surely ; but we may not receive him unto dominion 
over our faith ; for ‘‘ by faith,’’ that is, by transaction 
with God the alone Object of faith, ‘‘ we stand.’’ The 
angel is but the ‘‘helper of our joy’’; when it comes 
to vital dealings with the Supreme, nothing and no 
one must intervene between us and the Highest. No 
one, that is, but Christ ; but then he IS the Highest, 
and he that hath seen him hath seen the Father. And 
it is because he is the express image of the Father, 
and at the same time is himself man,—and is not a 
being of some third order, neither God nor man,— 
that his presence does not break but completes the 
solitude of our spirit with God. He is thus the 
one Mediator between God and man whom we may 
worship, with a worship which not only does not 
alienate us from God nor postpone real dealing with 
God, but which on the contrary brings us to God, 
and leaves us there. 


have been unaware of the injustice to the publishers and the 
unrighteousness of such acts. 


That the matter has not been overstated in these 
columns, but rather the reverse, is suggested in both 
the foregoing letter and the following, from the Hope 
Publishing Company, of Chicago : 


_ We wish to thank The Sunday School Times for the very 
timely article, in which the matter of appropriating valuable 
copyrighted material is referred to. ‘The publisher whose com- 
ments were used did not overstate the condition of affairs. He 
—_ have made his story even less complimentary than he 

id. 

Again we thank The Sunday School Times for its outspoken 
utterance in the behalf of ourselves and other publishers, who 
have suffered because of a misconception of the copyright laws 
and the rights of the men who invest their money in literary 
matter that is copyrighted for their protection. 


Similarly, the author of the famous ‘Glory Song,”’ 
Charles H. Gabriel, writes : 


Really, I do not believe the situation is as clearly stated as it 
might be, and the pernicious habit denounced strongly enough. 
I have had superintendents almost insult me for standing up 
for my property rights. 

I thank you for starting the ball rolling. 


From Baltimore, Maryland, the house of Judefind 
Brothers writes suggestively : 


If all schools should treat copvright publications as some do, 
it would make the publishing business impossible, 


A printing and Sunday-school supply house in 
Philadelphia, MacCalla and Company, Inc., is con- 
stantly confronted with the matter as printing orders 
are brought to it by Sunday-school workers : 


The other day my eye lighted on the article in The Sunday 
School ‘Times on “ ‘The Thoughtless Practise of Stealing.” In 
my experience the facts are as stated by the correspondent. I 
have had prominent Sunday-school people come. in my office 
with instructions to prepare their program, giving me copy- 
righted words to be used, and when I have called their atten- 
tion to it they have said, ‘‘ Oh, that is all right."" I know of 
many people using our copyrighted words without giving the 
matter a serious thought. 

I am afraid that the letter will not change the practise, and 
I hardly believe that the same article once a week would make 
much impression on some. Unfortunately, people do not real- 
ize that it is stealing when they take for their own use the words 
of a copyright article. Many people think that theft consists 
of taking money or tangible property. I am mighty glad to 
see the article. , 


A more hopeful view is taken by a Chicago pub- 
lishing house, the Clayton F. Summy Company : 


The article takes up a subject that has kept me thinking a 
good many times during my experience as a publisher, and 
what the Sunday-schools are doing in that respect the day- 
schools are repeating a good many times over. I believe that 
the spirit of honesty is dominant enough in the human con- 
sciousness to cause it to refrain from that dishonest practise if 
the matter could only be brought to people's realization, and 
it is such articles as this that will go a long way toward doing 
it. The evil of reproducing copyrighted music is one that can- 
not be frowned upon too strongly, and I for one heartily ap- 
preciate your effort in behalf of stopping it. 


The John J. Hood Company, of Philadelphia, looks 
for better things : 

We have examined this article very carefully, and feel that 
it should result in bringing some of the schools to see. this 


matter in the way that it really is, to the end that the pub- 
lishers will receive better treatment at the hands of seme Sun- 
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day-schools who have had no scruples to “‘ The Thoughtless 
Practise of Stealing.”’ 

That America is not the only offender in this evil 
appears from a letter received from The Christian 
Herald of Christchurch, New Zealand, which repub- 
lished the Times article, and which says : 

The habit of using hymns, etc., in this way is just as com- 
mon in this land as it evidently is in yours, and the article 
will be of interest, we are sure, to many of our readers. We 
hope it may be the means of doing g' 

What about the use of the verses and exercises that 
appear from time to time in the columns of The Sun- 
day School Times? A Pennsylvania reader raises 
this question : 

Your note on stealing copyrighted material is doubtless 
needed, and [ write to ask whether you intend to permit free 
use of various songs, recitations, programs, ete., as printed in 
the Times from time to time. 

I have frequently made hektograph copies of various matter 
in your paper, thinking your desire was tosecure as wide use 
of ideas therein contained as possible. 

I fully sepeeaens that the publishers of program services, 
etc., wou injured by violation of the copyright law. 

The material that appears in The Sunday Schoo! 
Times does not appear elsewhere, as a rule, in any 
published form available for school or church use. 
its appearance here, though copyrighted, is intended 
for the free use of Sunday-schools, and is therefore 
available for reproduction for local (not commercial) 
use. But when a copyrighted hymn or exercise or 
music is published in books or pamphlets or sheets 
intended for school or church use, then its reproduc- 
tion even for local use, in order to avoid the proper 
expense of purchasing enough copies for all, is plainly 
wrong, and is the evil here referred to and urged 
against. One safe rule, in cases of doubt, is to write 
to the publisher of whatever material one is consider- 
ing, and ask him what can honorably be done. 

Is it never proper to reproduce copyrighted ma- 
terial? asks another Pennsylvania reader : 

I have just read your timely article on stealing copyrighted 
hymns of new books, Children’s Day services, etc. I think you 
should go a step further and give some idea of what hymns 
may be printed for use in our church and praise services. 

In congregations where there are not enough hymnals in 
special services, printed hymns on slips of paper do a great 
deal of good. You should state how long a copyright lasts. 
For example, I desired to print ‘‘ Nearer, my God, to Thee,"’ 
and I was told that it was in the church hymnal and that was 
a copyrighted book. Now that is all nonsense. 

Just tell people about what they may print without stealing. 

The first term of copyright legally granted in the 
United States covers a period of twenty-eight years. 
This first copyright term may be renewed once, by 
fourteen years more, thus extending the total length 
of copyright life to forty-two years, ‘‘ Nearer, my 
God, to thee,’’. was written in 1841, and obviously 
there is no copyright ownership in it to-day for any 
one, as is the case. with many other well-known 
hymns. But here again, when one is in doubt, the 
only fair and safe thing to do is to ascertain the facts, 
by writing to the publisher or going to some other 
source of information. 

It is perfectly possible, and very desirable, to be 
absolutely honest and honorable in our Sunday-school 
and church use of hymns and music and special ex- 
ercises. This means that we shall be scrupulously 
careful not to appropriate, by copying or otherwise, 
what does not belong to us, unless specific permission 
has been given us by the owner. In certain cases 
such permission may be given. _Ifit is withheld, then 
the only honorable course is to accept the decision 
unquestioningly, and either buy all the copies that are 
needed, or do without. Honesty is the best policy, 
even in Sunday-school. 
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From a Veteran Pastor’s Prayers 


UR Father in Heaven, God of history and Lord of life. 
Grant us thy vision of our life and times, of the past 
and future, of our fellow-men, and of our own duty and 

privilege. Reprove our feeling of dulness ; our hasty judg 
ment that life is monotonous and dreary ; our blindness to the 
splendors of the shining way where thou hast long led man- 
kind, and art now leading us, to our high destiny. Let the 
very pains we suffer, our remorse, our anxiety, even our sense 
of shame, teach us how thrilling a thing life is. Forgive our 
inconsiderate talk of ‘‘common"’ peopk, of “‘ tedious’’ da 
of ‘‘ordinary’’ events. Oh, that we may be stirred to the 
depths by the drama of daily life which echoes on every side 
in laughter and tears. Give us an eye to see the scars of men’s 
souls, engraved on their faces, in their speech, on their very 
gait and mien. Beget within us that swift and tender sym- 
pathy which the Master felt. Convince us of the lofty —- 
cance of every opportunity which greets us, the incalculable 
worth of every person who crosses our path. In the mad rush 
of events, let our ears catch the echo of thy footsteps. Reveal 
thyself to us in our homes, on our streets, in our social gather- 
ings. Let thy radiant presence make each home a shrine, 
where our children shall feel that they are at the gate of hea- 
ven, and every guest grow sensible of the divine touch. So 
quicken conscience, so saturate our being with thyself, so hal- 
low our speech and guide our ways, that Paradise shall blossom 
where we live and shed its fragrance wherever we walk. 
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Caring for the Lepers of India 


By Sam Higginbottom, Superintendent of the Naini Leper Asylum, Allahabad, India 





A AKSHISH, Bakshish, Sahib,"’ ‘‘A gift, a 
gift, sir,’ were the words that greeted me a 
few hours after I landed in Calcutta. The 

speaker was a poor forlorn creature and I saw that the 

hands were all diseased, festering and unbandaged. 

Most of the joints of the fingers were missing, and it 

flashed through me that here wasaleper. The shock 

was so great that I fled. I felt that I had been so near 
that I was in danger of contracting this horrible disease. 

Shortly after my arrival in Allahabad, where I was 
appointed to teach in the Christian College, I was told 
that it was customary for the new man to have charge 
of the Leper Asylum, and my feelings were indescrib- 
able as I was calmly allotted to this work. A few days 
after my assignment Dr. Arthur Ewing took me over 
to the Naini. Asylum, which is about two miles out 
from the city. As we got our first view of the asylum, 
with its tumble-down mud huts and its general air of 
desolation, it appeared to me to be the most depress- 
ing place I had ever seen. In a few minutes we were 
inside, and saw some fifty men and women lepers and 
about a dozen little children. ‘Most of the lepers were 
pretty far gone with the disease. Any who had 
strength preferred to go out and beg. The horror of 
that first half hour was almost too much for me, and 

I had about decided that I could not take charge of 

this work, when, just as we were about to leave, I 

caught sight of an old man, a leper, lying flat on his 

back in the dust under the shadow of a tree. His 
breath was coming with very great difficulty. What 
was left of hands and feet was in a horrible state of 
decomposition.. He did not have energy enough to 
drive off the flies, He was altogether the most loath- 
some and repulsive human being my: eyes. had ever 
rested on. - But as I gazed at him I remembered that 
he was my brother, that in that poor broken body 


‘there was a spirit just like my own, a heart there that 


would respond to love and sympathy; more than all, 
in that poor old disease-rotted body there was a soul, 
precious as any human soul to the great Father of us 
all. I never-told Dr. Ewing I would not do this work. 
I recalled that the leper was ah object that strangely 
moved the Great Physician when he was on earth, 
He commanded his twelve ‘‘to cleanse the leper.’’ 


Why Lepers Are Abandoned 


Both Hindoo and Muhammadan in India regard 
the one afflicted with leprosy as one who-has com- 
mitted some unpardonable sin against God, and their 
conception of God ‘leads them to think that he will in 
no wise be appeased, and that he has taken vengeagce 
upon such. The leper therefore is an enemy of God, 
and it is rather dangerous to aid those who are under 
the divine ban. I know of a leper who lay for three 
days in the railway station yard at Allahabad. He 
could hear the water running in a drinking fountain, 
and for three days he lay crying for a drink, and of all 
the thousands that passed by there was not one who 
heeded. Finally a Muhammadan policeman came 
and told me. Oneof my helpers got him on to a hand 
car and over to the leper asylum, where we did our 
best for him ; but he lived only a very short time. 

The leper is the greatest traveler in India. From 
one shrine to another, from one holy man to another, 
he goes in an unceasing quest for healing. 

A middle-aged, refined man came into our asylum 
one Friday morning. On the following Sunday we 
were having our usual service in a little grove of trees. 
The Indian pastor was preaching from the miracle re- 
corded in Matthew 8 : t-4, and was emphasizing the 
love that Jesus had for the leper. This chap sat literally 
at the feet of the preacher, squat on the ground, his 
knees tucked up under his chin, his arms folded 
around his knees, face upturned, eyes and mouth wide 
open, listening to the wondrous story of the love of 
Jesus. He stood it just as long as he could. Then 
he said, ‘‘Stop there, preacher. Am I hearing you 
aright? Are you trying to teli us that there was some 
one once here upon earth who loved a leper ?”’ 

‘*Yes, I am.”’ 

‘«« Well, who was it ?”’ 

‘¢ Jesus,”” 

‘*Who is he? Where does it tell-about him ?"’ 

«It telis about him in this Bible.’’ 

‘‘Is that Bible written in Hindoo so that I could 
read it?’’ 














Have you ever thought what it would be like to 
have leprosy? And then have you ever thought 
what it means to you that you are not a leper? 
Leprosy was not left between the covers of the 
Bible. Nor was the ministry of Christ to the lepers 
left between those covers. It is.one of the blessed 
facts of Christian missions to-day; and you will 
probably turn from the reading of this paper with a 
new joy in your heart that it is so, and a new sor- 
row in your heart that the lepers themselves are 
doing so much more for the Kingdom than we of 
untainted health. 





‘* Yes, and if you care to have a copy I will gladly 
give you one.’’ 

I watched that head fall over on- his breast and 
heard him mutter, ‘‘Is not that strange? Some one 
once loved a leper.’’ After the service he told me 
how he had been battered from village to village since 
he had shown signs of the disease two years before. 
This was the first time he had heard of Him who loved 
the leper. He received his Bible and used to sit 
cross-legged with it open on his lap, often surrounded 
by thirty or forty other lepers who could not read, and 
in his peculiar sing-song drone, which the Hindoo 
priest uses, he would read for hours. He came tome 
one day to tell me he wanted to confess his faith openly 
and be baptized. Before he was received into church 
membership cholera came, and he was one of the first 
to go. But how happily he went, confident that he 
was soon to see his Friend! It is only as the church 
of Jesus Christ obeys the command of her divine Lord 
that this most miserable of all men is helped. 

When I took charge of the leper asylum it was under 
the care of the Allahabad Charitable Association, a 
society carrying on a great work for blind, cripple, 
widow, and leper. But its funds were wofully insuf- 
ficient. The portion for the lepers worked out from 
about one dollar and ten cents to one dollar and a 
quarter for each leper for a month. Everything the 
leper got,—food, clothing, fuel, medical attention, 
medicine, and, as most of the lepers were helpless, 
servants to wait on them,—came out of this small sum. 
It is needless to say that they did not get enough food ; 
the clothing they got was a rough blanket costing 
thirty-three cents a year. -To each man four yards of 
cotton cloth forty inches wide, costing thirty-three 
cents, and each woman (as social custom demands 
that she have her head covered) six yards of cloth, 
costing fifty cents. This was all theclothing they got 
during one year, and it is not to be wondered at that 
they lacked in cleanliness and neatness, 


How They Come into the Kingdom 


The Mission to Lepers in India and the East offered 
to take over the asylum and be responsible for its 
maintenance. ‘This mission is an international, inter- 
denominational one which gets missionaries of ail 
evangelical missions to gather lepers into homes, and 
then pays for them. The missionary receives nothing 
from the Mission to Lepers for himself. His own 
board pays his salary. Thus the Mission to Lepers is 
enabling all the denominations of America and Europe 
to share in carrying out the command of our Lord, 
Last year it was entirely responsible for, or aided in 
the upkeep of, seventy-nine leper asylums having over 
ten thousand leper inmates, of whom over three thou- 
sand five hundred are Christians, nearly all of whom 
have been baptized in the asylums. Last year-in the 
asylums helped by the Leper Mission there were five 
hundred and forty-five baptisms. 

On January the first, 1905, the Mission to Lepers 
took charge of the Naini Asylum.- It asked me. for 
plans, and I thought the first building should be a 
hospital. One was built containing three wards, eight 
beds to the ward, and a little dispensary, the whole 
surrounded by a wide stone verandah. The Indian 
hospital assistant who is in charge wrote me not long 
ago asking permission. to send- some of the lepers 
away, as not only were the wards full, but the veran- 
dah was so crowded that’ he’ could not do his work, 
the smell from the lepers ‘being overpowering. He 
has been bandaging the wounds of lepers for over 


* and snakes, 
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twenty years, and I know he would not write so with- 
out cause. Hehas my sympathy ; but! wrote and told 
him that our only excuse for existence was that we 
cared for lepers, and turning them out was not our 
method of work. 

All the old mud huts have disappeared. The mud 
walls were infested with rats, centipedes, scorpions, 
The thatched roofs have likewise disap- 
peared, as they too gave refuge to altogether too much 
vermin. In their place is good accommodation for 
one hundred and fifty lepers. Last year the average 
attendance was two hundred and fifty. 'Wenow have 
a beautiful church, in which sleep the lepers for whom 
we have no houses as yet. 

As I got to know the leper, I found he was altogether 
such as I am myself. My likes and dislikes were his. 
His loves and hatreds were mine. When I took 
charge I found the leper to be a mischief-brewing in- 
dividual. The cause I attributed to the fact that there 
were twenty-four hours in each day and the leper had 
nothing to do but think about himself. My problem 
was then to get something for him to do, and, after 
much study, gardening was selected. This has proved 
of inestimable value in giving the leper something to 
do and somethingto show for what he does. 


The Fun of Gardening and Money Spending 


I take good care that the litile plot of ground is well 
watered, and always have seed to give out. I have 
tried to give to each leper a plot of ground with a fruit 
tree. Imaginea fellow with a banana shoot. He plants 
it, waters it, cares for it. It isnotlong till it is up ten 
or twelve feet and the beautiful purple flower appears; 
as each petal drops off out comes a little green fingered 
banana. Soon after a large, beautiful bunch of bananas 
is formed. About that time the owner brings his bed 
and camps out by it, for his friends and neighbors 
are evincing so much interest in that bunch of bananas 
that if he wishes any for himself he must stay by it. 
It does not much matter what a priest a thousand miles 
away says about leprosy. This chap says, ‘‘I planted 
that banana and cared for it, and before I leave I want 
to taste the fruit thereof.’’ 

I found also that the leper liked to spend money, 
Under the Mission to Lepers I am allowed twenty-five 
dollars a year for each adult and twenty dollars for a 
child. All the lepers’ wants must be supplied out of 
this. When I was rebuilding and enlarging the asy- 
lum I built a little store, and in it I caused to be offered 
for sale all the necessities and luxuries ; the pulses and 
spices, red peppers and chilies, that are to be found 
in any North India village store. I give to each leper 
about a pound and a quarter of ground meal a day. 
This they take, and without salt, yeast or raising of 
any kind mix with a little water, roll out thin and cook 
over their little weed or cowdung fires. A great many 
of the lepers cannot do their own cooking, —no hands 
left to knead their bread, —and for such I employ other 
lepers. The cook’s pay is seven cents per month for 
cooking for another leper. Then I found that I could 
give to each leper eight cents a week, and he goes to the 
little store and buys whatever his fancy craves, —and 
that can be bought at the rate of a cent a day. 

A Hindoo widow gave five acres of land over a mile 
away from the asylum, and there about twenty un- 
tainted children of lepers are being trained. Leprosy 
is not hereditary, and about ninety-five percent of the 
children of lepers are being saved from this awful 
disease. There are many things that make glad the 
heart of a missionary engaged in caring for this stricken 
but grateful people, and what I have told here of the 
carrying out of the command of our Lord could easily 
be told by any one of the hundred missionaries who 
are engaged in this necessary and fruitful service. 

The church is naw the center of the life of our asy- 
lum. There are about one hundred and thirty mem- 
bers, and of their eight cents a week they contribute 
to church expenses, to the Bible and Christian Tract, 
Christian Endeavor, and to the National Missionary. 
I can think of no gifts more precious in the sight of 


God than. the expressions of love from these peor’ 


afflicted people who think so much of the gospel of 
Christ that they are happy to contribute from their 
little to its spread. 


(Mr. Higginbottom's address while 
at home on furlough is 1927 Wai- 
deck Avenue, Columbus, Ohio.) 
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The Little Girl Up Damascus Way 


A Syrian Gentlewoman Decides to Teach a Little Child 








HE had fallen asleep watching through lifted 
curtains the fireflies at play among the vine 
leaves. There had been a father and mother 

that night, friends and playfellows, a home and a 
familiar village where she was known to every one, 
and in streets and marketplace enacted her joyous 
little part. Next morning, when luridly the sun 


peered through his curtains, there was no. father, no - 


mother, no home, no village; only smoking ruins ; 
wounded, cowering captives; mangled, motionless 
forms ; and she herself, looking upon it all wide-eyed 
and speechless, was but a bit of the plunder swept 
carelessly together by the ruthless hand of war. 

Who ever yet has measured the God-given resil- 
ience of childhood? Upon her plastic memory that 
night of horror was branded, never to be effaced, and 
yet when a trooper, stung by a sudden impulse of 
kindness, snatched up the baby and slung her behind 
him, she did not shrink away. When in their fiercely 
hurried retreat they gave her to drink, she murmured 
proper thanks. She beamed on him who plucked for 
her some ripe figs ; the sparkling waters of the Phar- 
par interested her; so did the first glimpse of the 
ancientcity. Her smile, like a ray of sunlight, glinted 
on casque and spear point and the faces of stern and 
cruel men. Once she laughed aloud when a soldier, 
for her special delectation, cut a grotesque antic. In 
all her life she had never hitherto found anything but 
love ; she found it still, even in this band of border 
marauders ; and because sorrow was powerless against 
her radiant, bubbling joyousness, she found again a 
home where love was. 

* * + 4 

Beside her there was no child in the great house; 
that doubtless was the reason for her mistress giving 
so much time to the wee slave girl. It was so quaint 
a bit of exotic babyhood, with ceaseless chatter from 
morn till evening ; odd, unexpected turns of phrase 
and naive, bewildering questions.. What wonder that 
gracetul gazelles and richly plumaged birds were all 
neglected. Into her brimming life had come a fresh 
delight : she would teach this child.’ How arrogant 
years make us ! 

One night she found her in her bit of a room, 
standing with folded hands and tightly closed eyes 
beside her little pallet. 

‘« You were praying ?’’ the mistress asked. 

«¢ Yes,”’ 

‘* What are your gods ?’’ 

The perfectly natural question seemed to puzzle the 
child, 

‘* Jehovah,’’ she answered simply. 

‘* And you haven't any image of him, kave you?’’ 
Again that puzzled look. 

+Na.*’ 

‘* Not even a charm to hang round your neck ?"’ 

‘¢ No,”’ 

** Would you like one ?"’ 

‘*No.”’ 

It was true then, as she had heard, that in the 
child’s country the strict religionists had no images ! 
‘« How can you tell, then, what Jehovah is like ?’’ 

The child paused for a moment, until she could 
shape the thought in the new words. 

‘* He is like you, and like my master—like every- 
body that is kind and good.” 

‘*So? Who told you so many things about him ?”’ 

‘‘The Kind Old Man. He used to stop at our 
house. He is a friend of Jehovah's.”’ 

‘*But when you pray,’’ the woman persisted, ‘* you 
should face ¢ha¢ way. Samaria, you know, is over 
there."’ 

‘* It doesn’t matter’’—the child’s serenity was quite 
unruffled. ‘Jehovah is everywhere. Up in the sky 
and down in the ground, even in here,’’ and with one 
chubby finger she indicated vaguely the region of her 
own well-nourished little stomach. 

Who could help smiling? She would not rob the 
child of what comfort there might be in the thought 
of her intangible home god; but how absurd ‘such 
notions of the importance of a tribal deity! What 
would she say could she look within the great temple 
of Rimmon? 

One day she took her, and, not the child, but the 
woman returned marveling. Such wealth of display, 
such splendor of architecture the little one could never 


have seen before ; yet her chief interest had been 
some flowers picked up in the courtyard, Her only 
reference to the terrible Rimmon, before whom the 
whole city bowed, was to say reassuringly ; 

‘*That hideous, funny face, that wasn’t real, you 
know. It was just stones, like these we are walking 
on, only cut out that way.’’ 

Shudderingly she told her husband the child's 
words, and he, in his man’s way, laughed. The 
priests of Rimmon he knew too well to greatly honor 
their deity. For him all gods were questionable but 
home and service of country—these things a man 
might live for. 

x * * * 

Had the child been of her own age and station, 
such talk as she had with her would have seemed 
perilous sacrilege ; but this quaint baby prattle !—her 
fearful conscience could not reproach her for listen- 
ing : and while her hands were busied with needle or 
distaff and the child sat at her feet, she led her on to 
talk of this strange god, not wrathful and avenging, 
but gentle and easily to be entreated ; not sending 
only the storm and pestilence, but seed-time and 
harvest ; pleased not with the blood of human sacri- 
fice, but with the kindly service of living hands, and 
the aspiration toward righteousness of contrite, living 
hearts. A god before whom one need not cower in 
terror, but might speak boldly ; not of great matters 
alone, but also of small tasks, such as a wee slave 
girl would wish to do faithfully : and he would hear 
and help. A god whom one might /ove—of such, 
Damascus had never heard : and.to the woman, her 
yearning religious instinct groping blindly in the un- 
known, the child’s faith was a vision too high and 
holy to be believable. 

Were there such gods as this—-or rather such a god, 
for with stubborn perversity the child insisted that 
beside Jehovah there was none other. In Rimmon 
she could see only an ugly carven stone. The gods 
of Nineveh and the Egyptians were creatures of 
dreams ; but Jehovah—she snew. him; he was a 
friend of hers, as of the Kind Old Man to whom she 
owed her faith. Who but a child could cherish such 
thoughts? And yet the woman sought not to alter 
these childish conceptions; in her own heart she 
could have wished them true. 

* + % x 

She had not realized how great the influence of the 
child's talk until upon her there fell the shadow of 
the great darkness ; when suddenly, mysteriously, he 
who was to her more than all the gods of her mythol- 
ogy was stricken with the loathsome touch of incura- 
ble disease ; and, stern and inexorable with himself 
as he had ever been, went forth to his living death 
without the walls. 

That day she shut herself from every human face, 

For his affliction Damascus could give no remedy, 
She knew that, yet she in her despair was almost 
ready to turn to the veriest charlatan whose lying 
tongue spoke hope ; or seek the priests of any faith 
or shrine, her heart made ready for sacrifice even to 
the uttermost. In such an hour her soul, in its wild 
anguish, cried out for the unknown gods of kindness 
and compassion ; and of such Rimmon, she knew, 
was not. The weary wings of her new, untried 
faith beat the black air and found no place of resting. 

About her watched eyes of thoughtful tenderness ; 
and one who remembered her fondness for the child 
sent the little one alone with food and drink into the 
darkened room. 

‘*I wanted to come, to tell you I was sorry,’’ the 
child explained ; and then, with serenest confidence, 
‘«If only we lived in my country! Then the. Kind 
Old Man would pray about it, and Jehovah would 
cure him.’’ 

It was sheer madness; and yet, to crowd out 
thoughts that drove her toward worse madness, she 
let the child tell out her fairy-tale, and next day, 
when she went forth to the rude tent where dwelt all 
that her life held dearest, she told him of the child's 
prattle, and he laughed, 

‘The Kind Old Man’’ he knew. . What Syrian 
soldier did not? A seer, or prophet, of the older 
native faith, dwelling in a border fortress and—or so 
said the troopers—divining by second sight, or some 
like uncanny gift, all their most secret plans and 
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straightway reporting them. Of him and of his 
greater master, the desert recluse, a thousand wonder 
tales were told ; it was but natural the child should 
believe him equal to anything. For their brief hour 
together they talked of other things. Then she re- 
turned and left him alone, save for the soldiers who 
guarded his seclusion. 

Who shall explain why sometimes trivial things 
ride persistently upon the surface of consciousness, 
while others of mighty import are in an instant lost? 
Hers was a woman’s overwrought sensitiveness, and 
the child was near, to quicken in her an insane hope. 
But he, who alone in darkness fronted a future to 
make courage itself despair, he was a strong man and 
disillusioned. Why to him should the echoing si- 
lence reiterate the voice of a tiny slave girl, bidding 
him seek among the hereditary enemies of his people 
for an old man who should ask of Jehovah, forsooth, 
and he be cleansed ? 

Nor was it only this, he told himself ; at such avagary 
of superstition his reason revolted. Clear-eyed, un- 
blinking, he faced his fate, as a man should. He 
had not yielded his judgment. This haunting fancy 
had served but to recall and bring together some 
scattered, curious incidents of old campaigns. 

A strange people this race, whose ancient code for- 
bade an image of their god!. He had seen much of 
them. Inexplicable religious customs were theirs, 
weird sanitary rites, and hoary ceremonies of purifi- 
cation : perhaps—and on the sleepless night when 
first that thought took form he sprang up as at the 
call of the trumpet—perhaps, hidden among their 
priesthood was kept some formula, some ancient rite 
or mystic incantation, which should cleanse even him, 

He paced the rocky hillside, trying to face it calmly, 
so wild a possibility. If there were such a secret, the 
king should know it, oF would ‘know “how'’ to“ learn ‘it:’ 
The king was little like to refuse what Damascus asked. 

‘‘And for my welfare,’’ the man could say it with- 
out pride, ‘‘there is little Damascus would not ask or 
give.’’ 

His tent lay southward from the city. He passed 
the outpost of his westward facing sentry, and in the 
moonlight strode on alone till he came to the great 
southwestern road, which led down through the land of 
the Hebrews to the far Nile. How many times, 
riding at the head of his troops, had he gone forth 
along that road, to do in the world a man’s stern 
work! In the clear moonlight it seemed to beckon 
him. Never had life been fairer; yet in his blood 
was even now the taint from which his once obedient 
flesh would rot away, making him day by day a thing 
of greater horror and repulsion. 

At his vain hope he laughed. 

‘«And yet,’’ he added, ‘ better to go than stay. I 
was not born to rust out in a scabbard."’ 

* « « ® 

‘Tm very glad,’’ the child said, when the woman 
told her. ‘‘The Kind Old Man will surely pray for him. 
Then Jehovah will heal him. Why, one time—’’ 

Breathless she poured out story after story of mar- 
vels which it was said the Kind Old Man had wrought. 
That this one, too, would come, she never ques- 
tioned. Breathless the woman listened, and from 
the trustful, unwavering eyes drew courage to dare the 
great adventure of hope. She prayed no longer 
toward Rimmon’s house, but in her secret heart, 
through all the black, unending days of absence, there 
rose, like incense, a new prayer to a God unknown of 
old, a God who loved, and pitied, and healed. 

* * * * 


He came one sunset, with kindling eyes, the old, 
impetuous stride, the spirit of youth in every tone 
and gesture; and together they sought the little maid, 
and took her in their arms. She noted his altered 
aspect, but without wonder. 

‘«I knew it would be so,’’ she explained. 

They for whom the gulf of death had been bridged 
by a child’s faith looked into each other's eyes and 
found no words to tell of what they saw there. 

‘¢ This is your father, now,’’ the woman said, ‘‘ and 
I am your mother. Will you like that ?’’ 


‘«Oh, yes, that’s what I asked Him, and always,— 
you know that now,—always he gives what you ask, 
or else gives something better.’’ 

DuNDEE, ILL. 
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LESSON I. 


2 Kings 5. Commit verses 13, 14 


APRIL 2. ELISHA HEALS NAAMAN THE SYRIAN 


Golden Text: Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth; for I am God, and there is none else.—lIsaiah 45 : 22 





The Lesson Pilot 


By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


Getting Started in Class 


NEWSPAPER last January announced the com- 
A pleting of an invention by George Westinghouse 
which may mean the averting of collisions be- 
tween ships at sea. Within reach of the officer on 
watch will be a small lever,—that is all that the eye 
can see. But the moving of that lever by a turn of 
the wrist will reverse all engines, even though they 
are running at full speed, and set them racing back- 
ward. Think what this invention will mean! 

Men are getting closer and closer to God’s ways of 
working as they reduce more and more to the seem- 
ingly simplest motions and methods the accomplish- 
ing of the atest results. That is the way God 
likes to work, and does work. He drops a tiny seed 
into the crevice of a rock, and later that rock is split 
asunder by the quiet growth of that little seed. ‘The 
trouble with most of us is that we don’t like to trust 
the big results to the simple, unpretentious, homely 
means that God prefers. Andso we sometimes miss 
the big results altogether. 

The Teaching of the Lesson 

A delightful way of getting at once into the spirit 
and atmosphere of the lesson incidents would be to 
read aloud, at this point, as much as you should take 
time for of Mr. Hall’s remarkable sketch of the little 
Syrian maid, on the page facing this. Then take up 

NAAMAN AND Syria.—What sort of man was this 
foreign general? To the pupils’ ideas add what 
Professor Beecher suggests in his 2d paragraph, and 
ask the questions in President Sanders’ 3d paragraph. 

There was a ‘‘ but” in his life, and a bad one. Mr. 
Ridgway deals with this, in his first paragraph, as he 
asks, ‘‘ Which is the greatest ‘but’ in your life?” 
The class may profitably discuss that, question. 

Naaman’s tragic ‘* but,” leprosy, is still in the 
world, a challenge to Christianity. ‘Tell the class 
something--of. the. facts, as given in Mr. Pierson’s 
2d paragraph; and the thrilling story of missionary 
heroism that Mr. Higginbottom gives in this issue. 
President Sanders’ 5th paragraph touches on 
Naaman’s leprosy. 

See that the pupils understand the difference be- 
tween Syria and Caanan, explaining that to-day 
Syria is a general name for the whole country, in- 
cluding Palestine or Canaan. Why should it have 
been said that Jehovah gave Syria victories through 
Naaman (see Professor Beecher on v. 1) ? 

Was it strange, or not, that the little captive girl 
should have wanted the general cured? See what 
the class think. Her case is discussed by Professor 
Beecher, on verse 3, Mr. Ross’ 3d paragraph, Mr. Ridg- 
way’s 2d paragraph, and Miss Lovett's 2d paragraph. 

Srexinc A Mrracte.—The cure of leprosy was.,a 
big proposition, then and now. The king of Syria 
thought it was a matter for kings only to deal with, 
and in a kingly way. His attitude is well shown in 
Dr. Sanders’ 7th paragraph. How much was the 
present worth, which he sent with his request ? 

Elisha had to undo all this mistake. He had to 
teach lessons about God that would be all new to his 
pupil, the great general of Syria. The first thing 
was to teach him of God’s sovereignty ; the second, 
of the faith-demandin, ST te, with which God 
works. And so Elisha humbled Naaman at the very 
start. First he sent for him ; and then he wouldn't 
even condescend to see him. ‘This was simply a 
needed insistence on the supreme honor due to God 
and God’s representative, as Professor Beecher points 
out, on verses 8-10. Next came the incredibly disap- 
pointing prescription for a cure. Naaman had his 
mind all made up as to just how God, through Elisha, 
would work ; and whenever we do that God is pretty 
sure to disappoint us. His ways are not our ways,— 
thank Him for that! But Elisha was all the time 
winning Naaman to God. 

The thing that God wanted Naaman to do was too 
simple, too small. It usually is. We want to do big 
things. God asks us todo small things, and leave 
the big things to him. And Naaman’s stupid pride 
and anger pretty nearly cost him the greatest bless- 
ing of his life—as our pride and anger has many a 
time pushed away in rejection the rich blessings that 
God was offering us. See Mr. Ross’ 4th paragraph, 
Mr. Ridgway’s 4th and last, and the 6th Illustration. 

Some ReEsuLTts AND Meanincs.—God mercifully 
brought Naaman to his senses, —through no help of 
Naaman's, as God so often does for us,—and a new 
life was the result: a new body and a new soul! 
Elisha had kept in the background to some purpose, 
had he not? He had brought Naaman face to face 
with God, and, by refusing any presents, he kept 
him so. On this important point, see Professor 


Read chapters 3-5 


t Now Naaman, captain of the host of the ine, of Syria, 
was a great man ! with his master, and honorable, ause by 
him Jehovah had given * victory unto Syria: he was also a 
mighty man of valor, dut he wasa leper. 2 And the Syrians 
had gone out in bands, and had brought away captive out of 
the land of Israel a little maiden ; and she * waited on Naa- 
man’s wife. ? And she said unto her mistress, Would that 
my lord were ! with the prophet that is in Samaria ! then would 
he recover him of his leprosy. 4 And ‘one went in, and told 
his lord, saying, Thus and thus said the maiden that is of the 
land of Israel. 5 And the king of Syria said, Go now, and I 
will send a letter unto the king of Israel. And he departed, 
and took with him ten talents of silver, and six thousand 
5 pieces of gold, and ten changes of raiment. 6 And he 
brought the letter to the king of Israel, saying, And now when 
this letter is come unto thee, behold, I have sent Naaman my 
servant to thee, that thou mayest recover him of his leprosy. 
7 And it came to pass, when the king of Israel had read the 
letter, that he rent his clothes, and said, Am I God, to kill and 
to make alive, that this man doth send unto me to recover a 
man of his leprosy ? but consider, I pray you, and see how he 
seeketh 6 a quarrel against me. 

8 And it was so, when Elisha the man of God heard that the 
king of Israel had rent his clothes, that he sent to the king, 
saying, Wherefore hast thou rent thy clothes? let him come 
now to me, and he shall know that there is a prophet in Israel. 
9 So Naaman came with his horses and with his chariots, and 
stood at the door of the house of Elisha. 10 And Elisha sent 
a messenger unto him, saying, Go and wash in the Jordan 
seven times, and thy flesh shall come again to thee, and ? thou 
shalt be clean. 11 But Naaman was wroth, and went away, 
and said, Behold, I thought, He will surely come out to me, 
and stand, and call on the name of Jehovah his God, and wave 
his hand over the place, and recover the leper. 12 Are not 
8 Ab’a-nah and Phar’par, the rivers of Da-mas’cus, better than 
all the waters of Israel? may I not wash in them, and be clean? 
So he turned and went away inarage. 13 And his servants 
came near, and spake unto him, and said, My father, if the 
Esenat had bid thee do some great thing, wouldest thou not 

ave done it? how much rather then, when he saith to thee, 
Wash, and be clean? 14 Then went he down, and dipped 
himself seven times in we tere according to the saying of 
the man of God ; and his flesh came again like unto the flesh 
of a little child, and he was clean. 

1 Heb. before. % Heb. salvation. *% Heb. was before. 
6 Or, shekels © Or, an occasion 1Heb. de thou clean. 

ng is, Amanah, See S. S. 4. 8. 
The American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson and Sons. 
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Your Lesson Questions Answered 


Verse 1.—Who was the king of Syria? What victory 
had Jehovah given Syria? What is known about leprosy ? 
(Beecher ; Pierson, 2; Higginbottom.) 

Verse 3.—Does this imply that Elisha had healed people 
of leprosy previous to this time ? (Beecher ; Pierson, 1.) 

Verse 5.—Why did the king of Syria decide to send a 
letter to the king of Israel instead of to the prophet? Who 
was the king of Israel? What was the probable value of 
this silver and gold? (Beecher; Sanders, 2, 7). 

Verse 8.—How would Elisha be likely to know of the 
situation ? Why was he confident ? (Beecher ; Sanders, 9.) 

Verse 10.—Why did not Elisha see Naaman personally ? 
(Beecher; Ross, 4; Lovett, 1, 6; Sanders, ro.) 

Verse 16.—Why did Elisha refuse to accept Naaman’s 
gift? (Beecher; Ross, 6, 7; Lovett, 6; Sanders, 10.) 

Verse 17.—What did Naaman wish to do with the earth 
he asked Elisha for? (Beecher; Mackie, 2; Sanders, 12.) 

Verse 18.—Who was Rimmon ? (Beecher.) 

Verse 27.—Why this extraordinary punishment of 
Gehazi? (Beecher; Mackie, 3; Wells, next to last para- 
graph ; Sanders, 14.) 


4Or, he 
8 Another 








Beecher on verses 16-18 ; Mr. Ross’ next to last para- 
graph ; Miss Lovett’s rst and 6th paragraphs ; and 
Dr. Sanders’ roth ep It is easy now to un- 
derstand why Gehazi’s sin was so heinous, in its 
very treason to God himself before a new convert. 

What a bringing together we have, in this wonder- 
ful record, of the great things of earth and heaven, 
and the little things of earth! Kings and a general, 
and a little slave girl ; a wash in a muddy stream, 
and a leper healed and heaven opened. But that is 
everyday life in the kingdom of heaven on earth. 
That is God’s way, God’s plan, God’s preference. 
He tells us that it is, and he proves it all the time, 
when we dare to let him. If you want to have a 
part in the best miracles of to-day, the making over 
of lives by Christ, there is one essential you must 
have : consciousness of your weakuess and inability 
and worthlessness. Then there is hope for you: ‘* For 
behold your calling, brethren, that not many wise after 
the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called: 
but God chose the foolish things of the world, that he 
might put to shame them that are wise ; and God 
chose the weak things of the world, that he might put 
to shame the things that are strong ; and the base 
things of the world, and the things that are depised, 
did God choose, yea and the things that are not, that 
he might pring to nought the things that are: that 
no flesh should glory before God.” 





The Lesson’s Bible Dictionary 
By Professor Willis J. Beecher, D.D. 


IME.—A matter of conjecture, but not many 
ears earlier or later than the eighth year of 
Toren of Israel, 846 or 897 B.C. below. 
Naaman.—Shalmanezer says that he fought the coa- 
lition under Ahab in four different years. The fact that 
he had to fight them so often shows that that they 
were formidable. Shalmanezer did not get posses- 
sion of the region till Hazael and Jehu succeeded 
Benhadad and the house of Omri. ' All this indicates 
that Benhadad had brains at his command, and, if 
the Bible account of him is correct, brains that were 
better than hisown. We have no direct proof that 
Naaman was the military genius who kept the peo- 
ples banded together, and held back the Assyrian for 
so many years, but this is a hypothesis which fits all 
the known facts. 


Light on Puzzling Passages 

Verse 1— The king of Syria: Doubtless Benhadad, 
who is mentioned in the narratives that precede and 
follow thespresent one (for example, 1 Kings 20: 1, 2,5, 
etc., and 2 Kings 6: 24, 8: 7, 9).—By him Jehovah had 
given salvation unto Syria; Some interpret this as 
referring to Benhadad’s victories over Israel. But 
it is simply incredible that an Israelitish writer 
should use just such phraseology to describe the de- 
feat of Israel by a foreigner. Further, the narrative 
makes the impression that Naaman was known and 
liked by Israelites generally, as well as by the little 
maid who was a slave in his household. ore prob- 
ably the salvation granted through Naaman came in 
the wars against Assyria, and was a salvation to 
Israel as well as to Syria. The statement that Jeho- 
vah gave the salvation is the Israelitish writer’s way 
of putting it, and justifies no inference as to how far 
the Syrians recognized Jehovah.—A /efer : Read up 
in books of reference; and see page 127 in this issue. 
For the Bible account of leprosy.use a concordance, 
looking up all the passages. pparently the Bible 
applies the name to what our present diagnosis would 
regard as two or more different diseases. The leprosy 
of Naaman and of Gehazi (2 Kings 5: 27, 8: 4-5), 
however serious, was not such as to prevent their 
attending to affairs and mingling among men. 

Verse 3.— Would that my lord: Naaman and his 
wife have the good-will of their slaves, but also this 
girl probably counts Naaman the champion of Israel 
as well as of Syria.—T7he prophet : There were many 
prophets, but just one who was entitled to be called 
‘*the prophet.” The girl thinks of him as having a 
vepennere as a healer, whether from leprosy or from 
other diseases, and also as being likely to take a, 
particular interest in Naaman. 

Verses 5-7.—/ will send a letter ; The affair is of 
international importance.—7he king of Israel: He 
can be no other than Joram (Jehoram), the contem- 
porary of Benhadad (see 2 Kings 3:1, 6 and 8: 16 ff.). 
—Silver ... gold: Different talents were in use. 
By our present coin values ten talents of silver would 
be from about $10,000 to about $20,000, If the gold 
was counted in shekels, its value was from $30,000 
to $60,000. But in purchasing power the values 
would be much higher, It is fair to say that Naa- 
man took some hundreds of thousands of dollars with 
him.—Changes of raiment: Damascus suits for 
men might something as choice as Paris gowns 
for women now are. 

Verses 8-10.— When Elisha ... heard: Elisha 
is here pictured as resident in Samaria, the head 
of the prophetic interest in Israel, a participant 
in public affairs, unremitting in his 2 aD nate 
shall know: Doubtless Elisha is well informed con- 


cerning Naaman as a medical case, but his confi- 
dence is due to his consciousness of the wer that 
Jehovah gives him.—Sent a messenger: To show the 


superior rank of Jehovah and his representative. 
erses 16-18.—He refused: Naaman must take 
the healing as Jehovah's free gift ; he must not think 
of it as something which he has bought and paid for. 
—Two mules’ burden of earth: According to Naa- 
man’s ideas of theolegy he needs Israelitish ground 
on which to — srael's God.—Rimmon: The 
storm-god of the Babylonian pantheon. Worshiped 
in Damascus as the chief god. Another name for 
him is Hadad. 
Verses 26-27.— Went not my heart ? Was Elisha’s 


remarkable knowledge a superhuman gift? Atleast 


that is simpler than to try to explain it by telepathy 
or by extraordinary insight into character. — 7he a 
rosy... cleave unto thee: A severe punishment for 
a heinous offense, though presumably it came in the 
way of natural sequence. 


Aupsurn, N., Y. 
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Sovereign Grace 
By the Rev. G. A. Johnston Ross 


UR Lord’s comment on this incident (Luke 4: 27) 
must regulate all our thoughts regarding it. 
Jesus used it in defense of his own ministry to 

the unprivileged, as an instance of God’s sovereign 
grace transcending ‘‘ covenant” lines, ‘‘ There were 
inany lepers in Israel in the time of Elisha the 
prophet.” Naaman was selected for healing, not for 
any merit in him, but that through the conspicuous 
story of his cure a new lesson might be learned by 
Israel and Syria about Jehovah. 

The Syrians were near though quarrelsome neigh- 
bors of Israel, ogee akin in race and language 
(their tongue was understood by leading men in Je- 
rusalem in Hezekiah’s time—2 ay 18 ; 26); but 
they were Gentiles, outside God's land, knowin 
nothing of Jehovah (see 1 Kings 20; 21, 28), an 
thought of therefore as outside Jehovah's interest 
and covenant. We must remember that the concep- 
tion of a limited area as a ‘‘ holy land”’—the sphere 
of the protective action of Jehovah—was deep rooted 
in the people’s minds (see 1 Sam. 26:19). It was 
essential that this limitation of view should be cor- 
rected, and Jehovah seen to have *‘ other sheep which 
are not of this fold.” There are certain features of 
the story which serve to emphasize both the freedom 
and the sovereignty of grace in a very dramatic way. 

1. The divine use of the kindly instincts of a 
child's heart.-—The *' little captive maid” has become 
immortal as the symbol for the ministries that have 
their origin in the naiveté and will of the human 
heart. Bhe maid of the land of Israel, with a child’s 
ready forgiveness of the roughness of her Syrian 
captors in the foray, and with a child’s blessed free- 
dom from race prejudice, speaks out to her Gentile 
mistress her pity for her disfigured lord, and is sure 
that the kindly man of God whom she remembers in 
Samaria would be equally free from race pride and 
prejudice. Blessed the hearts of little children 
whose instincts are prophecies! Have not the tiny 
arms of a little white child clinging around a negress- 
mammy’s neck been a rebuke to the color prejudice 
of maturer years? The freedom of the grace of God 
was written on the instincts of this little maid's heart, 
though there is no sign that she knew what these in- 
stincts involved. The blundering letter of the Syrian 
king to the king of Israel—blundering though kindly 
—shows how Iittle P apes 72 was thought of in the 
whole business so far. Yet here, in the kindly in- 
stincts of Hebrew child and heathen monarch alike, 
lay already embedded the witness to the truth of a 
supra-national lovingkindness which God was labor- 
ing to impress on his ‘‘church” in Israel. God has 
nowhere left himself without a witness: and on the 
mission field to-day his message meets and answers 
to the instincts he has himself implanted. 

2. The humbling of Naaman.—One is. astonished 
at Naaman’s inflammable temper, till one remembers 
how inveterate and yet how paltry is human pride. 
One would have thought that the personal disfigure- 
ment, the offensive loathsomeness of his disease and 
the horrible sense of doom which leprosy brings, 
would have already weer | humiliated the great 
captain of the host; yet here he is, resenting what 
seems a lack of deference (v. 11) to his personal status, 
and buttressing that poor pride by a petty compari- 
son of the purity of the local streams he knew best 
(streams which but for this story we should never 
have heard of) with the clayey cloudiness of the wa- 
ters of historic Jordan. It is all very pitiful; but it 
is photographically true to human life, to that in us 
all which rises up against, and in its folly would 
thwart, the Unmerited Grace of God. 

Happily, Naaman’s pride was not the deepest thing 
in him. For a second time he listened to a servant's 
voice, and his better judgment prevailed; and his 
reward was a cure so radical that it was as if he had 
been born again. The submissive acceptance of the 
divine grace always means a fresh beginning, not 
only at the threshold-crisis of religious life, but after. 
There is a sense in which it is true that regeneration 
is the law and habit of a grace-led life. ‘* Sanctifica- 
tion consists in a series of generous beginnings.” It 
is over against the humble acceptance of these begin- 
nings that grace is magnified. 

3. The position of Elisha.—The free sovereignty of 
gees is further emphasized by the ron of Elisha. 
Mysteriously led to see the hand of God in the com- 
ing of this Syrian for help, and assured that Jehovah 
meant to be glorified in him, Elisha nevertheless is 
kept apart from the actual miracle of healing, which 
takes place many miles from his presence, and for 
which he dare claim neither credit nor reward. It is 
precisely the position of many a Christian minister 
now. Permitted to proclaim a God of grace, honored 
having inquirers come to him, he yet must stand 
off from the flaming center of the miracle he medi- 
ates, and often at the very crisis of a conversion 
under his ministry he is made to feel how independ- 
ent is God’s sovereign grace of all human service in 
its most vital and creative work. 

The painful epilogue to this story, recording Ge- 
hazi’s greed and Elisha’s incorruptible and dignified 
honesty, helps still further to elevate the sovereign 
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liberty of the largesse of God. Even now it is a real 
difficulty in the proclamation of a gospel which is 
without money and without price that its agents 
should be 
the reasonableness and justice of the support of the 
ministry; and yet, no one feels more than the paid 
agents of religion themselves do, how needful it is to 
stand clear of all entanglement in the making of large 
profits by the *‘ sale”’ of gospel benefits. -~ 
Bryn Mawr, Pa. 


Oriental Lesson-Lights 


By George M. Mackie, D.D 
Missionary to the Jews, and Minister of the 
Anglo-American Congregation in Beyrout 


HE prophet that is in Samaria (v: 3). Confidence 
in whatever is foreign or far away. ‘‘ The near- 
at-hand church works no miracles,”” This winter 

several Chinese women appeared in Beyrout profess- 
ing to cure sore eyes by the removal of worms from 
above or under the eyes. By some sleight-of-hand 
trick or mechanism within the stylus probe, small liv- 
ing bodies like cheese mites were put into the patient’s 
hand and the fee was put into the hand of the mysteri- 
ous, silent little woman. Any local quack attempting 
such athing would have been treated with contempt. 

Two mules’ burden of earth (vy. 17). A mule’s 
load is about 360 pounds. According to Oriental 
thought every country is a gift to its inhabitants 
from its protecting , the true owner. It was only 
when he stood on that soil that Naaman could share 
that allegiance and legally claim that patra 
Hence among Orientals war is a holy jeh4d or striv- 
ing for the faith. The attemptto despoil the stranger 
of an alien faith, and therefore a possible enemy, was 
so far an act of religious citizenship that Gehazi could 
ask God's help (v. 20) when trying to secure some of 
the offered presents. 

Give them, I pray thee (v. 22). Naaman knew 
his own people well enough not to believe a word 
about the arrival of the two sons of the prophets, but 
he was sufficiently polite to fall in with the emer- 
gency. When a function is being gone through, re- 
muneration for hospitality or some similar service 
may be indignantly scouted, but afterward in private 
a broad hint may be given that some memento is ex- 
pected. All this Gehazi brought upon Elisha. 

A time io receive (v. 26). lisha here alludes to 
the most familiar forms under which the decitfulness 
of riches appeals to the Oriental imagination : gar- 
ments, to gratify vanity and the love of display ; 
fields and live-stock for wealth, and servants for 
the status of a feudal lord. Such had been Gehazi's 
‘*chamber of imagery.” 


% 
The Only Cure 


The Lesson’s Missionary Meaning 
By Delavan Leonard Pierson 


| ne were many lepers in Israel in the days of 
Elisha but not one of them was cleansed (Luke 
4: 27) Why not? Jordan was there; Elisha 
was'there; God was there. Would not any of them 
have given all they possessed to be free from that 
terrible disease—a living death? And yet they were 
not cleansed, because they did not seek and find the 
only cure. What was it? There was only one way 
of cleansing—the mighty warrior must take the ad- 
vice of a little captive maid, must go to the prophet 
of Jehovah and laying aside his armor and his pride 
must humbly follow the prophet’s directions. 

There are many lepers in the world to-day—not 
less than two hundred thousand of them in Syria 
and India, China, Siam, Japan, Africa, South Amer- 
ica, North America and the Islands of the Sea. _ Eli- 
sha was the first medical missionary tolepers. Jesus 
Christ was a medical missionary to lepers, and to-day 
there are hundreds of Christian missionaries who are 
giving their lives to cleanse these lepers, body and 
soul. Few lepers are cured to-day, but their suffer- 
ings are relieved and many souls are cleansed. 

here are millions to-day who are suffering from 
soul-leprosy—sin, They may be mighty men, gen- 
erals, ings. philosophers, merchants; dud they are 
lepers. ‘There isonly one way of cleansing. Money 
will not buy the remedy ; the rivers of Hindooism, and 
Islam, of Booddhism and Confucianism, of learning 
and morality, will not cleanse. There is only one 
cure—the blood of Jesus Christ (Rev. 1:5). Pride 
and prejudice must be put aside. A word from alit- 
tle child may point the way. It is not works that 
will save, but faith enough to go for cleansing and 
faith enough to follow directions. 

How happy must have been that little maid who 
turned her misfortune of slavery into a blessing by 
testifying to her faith in the power of God. No one 
is so unfortunate or so insignificant but that he or 
she may become a link in the chain between the soul 
that needs cleansing and the Great Physician. 

Brooxtyn, N. Y. 


paid for their work. Paul has vindicated . 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
” By William H, Ridgway 


The Two “ Buts."—2ut he was a leper (v. 1). 
Every life has a ** but.” The higher the place the 
thicker the ‘‘buts”!. The r.envy the rich and 
forget the *‘ buts.” Paul knew what he was talking 
about in 1 Timothy 6 : 6,7. .There was another 
‘* but” in Naaman’s life,—2ué there was an Elisha. 
Right over against every Devil **but” is a Divine 
‘*but.’’ Here is the wonderful thing. This ‘‘ but” 
of Naaman’s was the best thing in his life. It got 
him acquainted with God. We can reverse the 
statement. Naaman was a leper, but a great man. 
Brown had a splendid father, lived in a noble man- 
sion, had all that wealth and ition can command 
—but he was. a leper. Blank was America’s finest 
architect when the bullet kilied him and revealed to 
the world that he wasaleper. What do property,talent, 
and power amount to when they all end in a hopeless, 
leprous ‘‘ but.” Two ‘ buts.” The Devil’s ** but” 
leads to misery, dis , and the grave. The Di- 
vine *‘ but” leads to Elisha, Jordan, and the Home- 
again-happy. 

True Service.— 7he maiden that is of the land o 
Israel(v. 4). ‘If you just had ourdoctor now!” Paul's 
boast (Phil. 4: 19). Our little maiden was like the 
rest of you girls. Naaman Goodfellow must have 
lived up to his name or this little maid would not 
have cared. Every helper will become your blessing 
if you're a ‘* Goodfellow.” It is not only right but it 
pays to treat the help well. We are served as 
de-served, Service is double acting. Works a- 
comin’ and agoin’, Win the love of the help—win 
the love of the Master. Love is the cheapest thing 
onearth. Always can be bought by kindness. The 
meanest Hunkey on the cinder-bank may some day 
save your life and fortune. The Christ spirit makes 
friends. No place without opportunity for service. 
No person too small and humble to serve (1 Cor. L: 
27, 29). Our little maid had faith in Elisha, love for 
her master, and her woman tongue, and she was 
able to bring her master to God and God to the pal- 
ace among the heathen, 

Gratis.— Zook with him...silver and... gold (v. 
5). Most of it ‘*to pay the doctor.” Naaman needed 
no money for fees. Heaven’s cures are without 
money and without price—but lots of folks, like 
Naaman, don’t know it. The leprosy that to-day is 
blasting lives and making misery is the leprosy of 
sin (Isa, r: 5,6). For its cure no milés need be frav- 
eled, no ‘bribes need be carried, no formulas need 
be followed (Luke 18 : 13, 14), . Note the story. 
Naaman scares the king half to death. The miser- 
able king did not know what a blessing he had in 
Elisha, because he did not know God. Jezebel's son 
left God out of all his calculations. ‘There have been 
others. Spain and her ‘‘Invincible Armada.” WNa- 
poleon and his invasion of Russia. A Great Corpora- 
tion that has just come to grief—and some folks who 
live down your way. 

Naked and Nothing.—So Naaman came (v.9). Be- 
fore he could be cured he had to take two bitter pills 
from the hand of Elisha. ‘The first was, ‘‘ Come now 
to me,” and the second, ‘‘Go and wash in the Jor- 
dan.” A poor old penniless poe and a muddy 
thunder gust creek—and Me, the great, rich, splendid 
prince from Syria! There are others to-day—and 
the still small voice whispers ‘‘-but a leper.” Like 
Naaman, down out of the chariot before Jesus the 
healer (Matt. 19: 22). It is a hard thing to get down 
after you have gone up. It kills some folks. Watch 
the codfish aristocracy. The real big man does 
lowly things. The last time I saw Mr. John D. Rocke- 
feller, Jr., he and Hubbell of Rochester were ‘‘ scrap- 
ping” over who should carry his grip to the station. 
And it was just a plain, every-day grip like yours at 
that. It was not made of seal, trimmed with gold, 
and a big golden monogram on the side like one I 
saw with another man one day. Naaraan came to 
the waters of Jordan with nothing, just as the hum- 
blest citizen would have done. And men enter 
heaven in this and in no other way. 

God’s Way.—And he was clean (v. 14). Elisha 
wasn’t perfect, Gehazi his right hand man was a 
‘‘ grafter,” and the Jordan was muddy, but Naaman 
went home a clean, cured man. Don’t you fellows 
forget that. Naaman did what he was told to do. It 
was God’s way. But Naaman had a close call.. His 
dignity almost fooled him. He must thank those 

servants of verse 13. They saved him, and 
illustrate verse 4. Why the seven times? I don’t 
know. The first dip could have cured just as well as 
seven. That was God’s way just then. Later he 
cured without any dip at all (Luke 17: 11-14). When 
they tell you down at the works to make seven in- 
voices, you make them. ‘The why is none of your 
business. You may find out later the goods are for 
export, and the customs require so many papers. 

COATESVILLE, Pa. 


“ Ridgway’s Religion”? is a little book containing notes 
on John as taught to the Iron Rose Bible Class of Coates- 
ville, Pennsylvania, by Mr. Ridgway. It is the straight 


talk of an everyday business man,—and it’s Ridgway all 
through. 56 cents, from The Sunday School Times Co. 





LESSON FOR APRIL 2 (2 Kings s) 


‘Visiting the Lesson-Scenes 


“ My class of young women seem to be 
very much interested in the stereo- 
graphs,” writes a New Jersey teacher. 
* They make the story much more real 
to them, apparently, than anything else 
could do. We expect to continue using 
them throughout the year,” 


A WORD FROM THE EDITOR. —The Second 
Quarter's lessons call for eleven stereographs ; 
cost, $1.83. ‘The April lessons by themselves 
call for five stereographs ; cost, 83 cents. ‘Thir- 
teen places visited in 1910 are revisited in 1911, 
so persons owning the 1910 material need order 
yey thirty-two new stereographs this year. 
Less than four stereographs in one order are 
20 cents each, Stereoscope, 85 cents. Express 
or tage is p id. rders should be sent 
to ‘The Sunday ool Times Co., 1031 Walnut 
Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


E ARE not told at what point in the 
ordan the Syrian army officer obeyed 
lisha’s perplexing instructions, 

There is to-day a special part of the river to 
which men and women of our own genera- 
tion make long, weary poarimeens, in order 
to bathe in the storied waters. A visit to 
that spot makes the story of twenty-seven 
hundred years ago more real and significant. 

Find on our map an arrow (numbered 14) 
with its point on the west bank of the Jordan 
a few miles from Jericho, Jf you stand 
to-day at that spot on the bank and face 
southeast, you find befors you a curve of the 














very same stream that Naaman approached 


with a mixture of protest and hope. It is 
not a “‘pretty’’ river. Small trees and 
bushes crowd most of the bank. The trees 
are not tall enough for any effect of dignity ; 
the undergrowth is too tangled to look 
inviting. Right where you stand a little 
space of the low bank is clear of bushes; 
bare ground borders the stream for a few 
rods. The waters are not clean and spark- 
ling, but hold a good deal of mud, giving 
them the brownish look that one finds in 
some of our American streams in a region of 
clayey soil. The water at this particular 
point in the stream is not so deep as in 
many other parts of the river; you can see 
how shallow it is near the bank, for a priest 
and a man in a long robe are standing in 
the water » from the shore. The 
low trees ahead .. | © all distant view. 

The people whom you find here on the 
bank now are modern Syrians, wearing long 
robes and turbans much like those that 
Naaman’s Syrian attendants wore when they 
stood on some part of the bank beside this 
same stream, waiting to see what would 
happen. No doubt they all thought, as 
Naaman did, that this muddy Jordan was 
not to be compared with their sparkling 
rivers up near Damascus. What amaze- 
ment must have possessed those old Syrians 
when a new, sound, well General Naaman 
came out of the water to rejoin them ! 

And whet a number of other surprising 
things those men had also to talk about 
during the long journey home! Strange 
that the Hebrew king had not realized Elisha 
was the servant of so wonderful a God! 
Why, the king’s ignorance had all but made 
them miss this experience out of their own 
lives! Not much of a king—that Israelite 
monarch—to overlook the existence of such 
Power as Elisha knew about ! 

And, on the other hand, no doubt there 
were Hebrews who felt that Elisha had 
thrown away a precious possibility on that 
heathen outsider, They did not consider 
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heathen worth saving, anyway. Neither the 


Syrians nor the Hebrews had wide enough 


spiritual vision to understand the significance 
of the lives they were living in those days. 
(Do we, ourselves, to-day?) ‘Their spiritual 
outlook was cut off by local and racial preju- 
dices, just as our distant view here is cut off 
by the scrubby trees on Jordan’s banks, 
Yet all the time God’s larger love and pur- 
pose over-brooded their narrow ignorance, 
as the sky here over-arches the narrow river, 
covering not only what we see but also what 
we do not see. 

To look at the banks and the stream for 
yourself, use a stereograph entitled ‘‘ Bap- 
tizing in the Jordan.’’ (This same stereo- 
graph was used in 1910.) 


~ 
The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to assist in the con- 
duct of this department. One dollar is 
offered for every anecdotal lesson illus- 

tration used, and two dollars for the best illus- 
tration each week. A circular explaining the 
acceptance of material, and the year's lesson 
calendar, will be sent for a two-cent stamp. 


The best illustrations of truth are likely to 
be those that come out of the contributors’ 
personal experience. The preference will be 
given to such illustrations, when they are 
equally acceptable in point and effectiveness. 


Direction More Than Distance.— Look 
unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the 
earth (Golden Text), The writer, being 
employed in Washington, goes into the city 
each day, and when he reaches the station 
to take the car for the city (usually the min- 
ute the car is due), if the car has passed the 
station, even though it be only a few yards, 
he realizes he has missed it and must be late at 
work ; butif it is coming toward the station, 
though it is more than a mile away, he feels 
perfectly safe. King Agrippa was near the 
kingdom, but he turned his face away. 
Peter was afar off when he denied the Master 
by curses and oaths, but the crow of the 
cock caused him to turn his face in the right 
direction, and he repented. Our destination 
is determined by the direction we are going. 
—S. J. 7. Price, McLean, Va, 

The One Move.—And there is none else 
(Golden Text). This incident is told of 
Morphy, the renowned chess player: See- 
ing a picture of a youth playing chess with 
Satan and doomed, to all appearance, to in- 
evitable defeat, Morphy procured board and 
chess men, and with one move changed 
what was thought to be certain failure into 
positive triumph. Does your problem look 
impossible? Does failure seem to your dis- 
couraged vision inevitable? There is One 
behind this game of life that keepeth watch 
and ward above his own, and by a single 
move on the board can bring to you glorious 
winnings. Shall we not confidently believe 
in both his skill and his willingness ?— 
William J. Hart, D. D., Utica, N. Y. 
From The Epworth Herald. 

Shivering in Wealth.—/or / am God, 
and there is none else (Golden Text). The 
Ram’s Horn makes a new application of an 
old story. A Quaker, riding with a fashion- 
able woman, thinly dressed but with a pro- 
fusion of jewelry, heard her complain of the 
cold. Shivering, she exclaimed, ‘* What 
shall doto get warm?” ‘I really don’t 
know,’’ replied the Quaker, ‘‘ unless thee 
puts on another breastpin.’’ Some who are 
searching for religious fads, expecting them 
to bring joy and comfort into their lives, are 
likewise shivering in their chilly toggery. 
The Quaker would advise them to bedeck 
themselves with one more delusion, in order 
to show the utter absurdity of their search. 
‘* There is none other name under heaven 
given among men whereby we must be 
saved.’’—Madge M. Sachs, Towanda, Jil. 

**Common”’ Things.— 4 ttle maiden 
(v. 2). I stood a while ago and looked at a 
drinking fountain; a marble angel, beauti- 
fully sculptured, stood pointing to heaven, 
Then came polished granite inscribed with 
gilt letters, and massive slabs of stone. But 
I noticed that the water came through a 
small brass pipe, and the people drank from 
an iron cup attached to an iron chain. And 
the marble angel pointing heavenwards 
would have done nobody any good but for 
the brass pipe and iron cup. Think if the 
pipe had said, ‘‘If they do not make me of 
gold I will not belong to the thing.”’ Or if 
the cup had said, ‘‘I must be of silver or I 
shall be ashamed to be there at all.’’ No, I 
thought I heard the music of the three, — 
common water, common pipe, and common 
cup. ‘*Well,’’ they sung, ‘‘they can’t do 
without us, and we must do our part along 





with the marble angel and polished granite.”’ 
—Mrs. M. Watts, Herne Hill, London, 
Eng. Quotation from Mark Guy Pearse. 
Lhe prise for this week is awarded to this 
tllustration, 

To See Christ's Beauty.— Zook unto me, 
and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth; 


Sor Lam God, and there is none else (Golden 


Text). It is said that in a certain church in 
Europe there is a celebrated statue of Christ 
whose beauty is not apparent at first sight. 
To appreciate it one must kneel at the altar 
at its foot and look up into its face, So if 
the look at the real Christ is to be effective 
for salvation it must be made with the heart, 
on our knees, looking up into his face, and 
saying, ‘* There is none else.”— Wadiin £. 
Riebel, Columbus, Ohio. 


To Answer Your ns.—Go and 
wash...and thou shalt be clean (vy. 10). 
A man once came to Mr. Moody, and said, 
**If you will answer this list of questions, 
then I will become a Christian.’? Mr. Moody 
said, ‘* If you will become a Christian, and 
start to-night, and then come to me to-mor 
row morning, I will answer every question in 
your list.’ The man said, ‘Sir, I will 
come,’’ That night he accepted Christ as 
his Saviour, The next morning he came 
back to Mr, Moody’s house, his face shining, 
and said, ‘‘ Mr. Moody, I will not have to 
put you to the trouble of answering the 
questions ; they have all been answered.’’— 
Ferris Jocelyn, Oliverea, N. Y. From a 
sermon by Dr. J. Wilbur Chapman in The 
Christian Herald. 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


‘* Lord Jesus, I long to be perfectly whole.” 
‘* Our God our help in ages past."’ 
** The Lord is rich and merciful.’' 
** God moves in a mysterious way." 
** At even e’er the sun was set."’ 
** There is life for a look at the Crucified One."’ 
** Thy arin, O Lord, in days of old."’ 
** My faith looks up to Thee.”’ 
(References in parentheses are to the old and new 
editions of the metrical! Psalm book “‘ Bible Songs.’’) 
Psalm 29 : 1-5 (61 : 1-3, 5). 
Psalm 106 : 1-4 (216 : 1-4), 
Psalm 86 : 5-9 (173 : 5-9). 
Psalm 138 : 1-4 (295 : 1-3). 
Psalm 5%: 1,2, 9, 10 (109 : 1-4). 


Lesson Home-Readings 
a under the auspices of the Sunday-school 
itorial Association, and approved by the Inter- 
national Lesson Committee). 
M.—2 Kings 5 :1-7 . . . Naaman’s Journey, 
‘l.—2 Kings 5 : 8-14 . . Naaman’s Cleansing. 
W.—2 Kings 5 : 15-27. Gehazi Punished wit 
Naaman’s Leprosy. 
T.—Luke 4 : 16-30. . . . Elisha Sent only to 
Naaman the Syrian. 
F.—Num., 12: 1-15. The Leprosy of Miriam. 
S.—2 Chron, 26 : 16-23. The Leprosy of Uzziah. 
S.—Mark 1: 40-45 . . Jesus Healing a Leper. 


os 
From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 
APrayer Before the Lesson.— Lord Jesus, 


to thee we come in loving trust and gratitude. 
‘Thou hast led us in ways not of our choosing, 
save as we have chosen thee, and thou hast 
chosen the way. Forgive us for the reluctance 
by which we have delayed thy purposes for us; 
for the often preferring of our own way to thine, 
for the pride of self-will, when thou wouldest 
choose for us. Teach us humble and glad sub- 
mission of our wills to thine, and cleanse us in 
such ways as may seem good to thee from all 
unrighteousness. In thy blessed name we pray. 
Amen, 

[The prayers that appear in this department 
have seemed to meet a definite need of many 
who have used them both in Sunday-school 
work and inthe home. These and others may 
be interested to know that a little volume of 
these prayers is now published, containing 
about 150 selections that have appeared here 
in the last few years. It is published under 
the title ‘‘A Prayer Before the Lesson,’’ by 
The Sunday School Times Co., at 50 cents.— 

Editor.} 


After the Lesson.—Almost all of tis, at 
one time or another, have thought we could 
make a big improvement upon the weather, 
It’s either a ‘‘leetle’’ too hot or a *‘leetle ’? 
too cold. Just right weather is very scarce, 
if you are to judge by folks’ opinion of it. 
And we don’t stop at weather in this sort of 
thing. Our Heavenly Father is very freely 
criticized for a great many things he does, 
and yet it is certain that 4e always does his 
very best for his children. [Hold up two 
bottles of water, one muddy and the other 
clear.] Poor Naaman, troubled though he 
was by his dreadful illness; was sure he could 
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improve upon Elisha’s eres treatment 
for it, Wash in the verdes When Abana 
and Pharpar were at hand, and clear, pure 
streams like ¢his, while Jordan was shovt 
like ¢Ais? Actually, the very thought of 
doing such a thing sent him away in a rage. 
Fortunately for Naaman, his servants were 
wiser than he about this. What did he do 
under their advice? Yes, he washed in that 
muddy Jordan, as Elisha had commanded— 
and he was ? Yes, clean, cured, saved 
from his leprosy, a whole, well man once 
more. But what a hard time he made of it ! 
He opposed God’s way. He wanted his own 
way. He thought his way would be better. 
How well we know Naaman! The kind of 
person he was in this respect may be the 
one we see in the mirror. 
GOD’S 


uy WAY 


WHICH IS BETTER? 

















_ Now you will say there is only one answer 
to shat question, and you are right. But do 
we always live accordingly? Let us pray 
daily that we may yield more completely to 
His will, and make no delay in doing what he 
wants. 


PHILADELPHIA, 





| Department Helps 





For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


NOTreE.-—Once again may I call attention to 
the International Graded Primary lessons. 
Just one-half of the three years’ course has so 
far been introduced into schools which began 
the work when the lessons started. Almost 
without exception favorable results have fol- 
lowed. ‘Teachers find it easier and more effec- 
tive to present lesson material which has been 
selected to meet the children’s interests and 
needs. Better home co-operation is secured. 
‘The Sunday School Times issues helps for 
teachers and scholars upon this Graded Pri- 
mary Course. I heartily endorse the graded 
lessons, but because some schools have not yet 
decided to adopt them, the primary outlines 
upon the uniform lessons are here continued. 


XPLANATION,.—For Primary children 
it would be more appropriate to name 
this lesson, ** The Story of the Little 

Captive Maid.’’ ‘This is one of the few Bible 
incidents where the influence of a little girl 
is emphasized, The Golden Text suggested 
does not express the truth best fitted to chil- 
dren to be developed from this story; there- 
fore Proverbs 20 : 11 will be used. Young 
children cannot understand the symbolic com- 
parison of leprosy and sin, but they can un- 
derstand the unselfish interest of the little 
girl with her trust in God and his prophet. 

Approach to the Lesson.—lf possible show 
pictures or recall briefly the little lad who 
gave his loaves and fishes to Jesus; also 
Miriam caring for her baby brother, Moses, 
Emphasize how each did what he (or she) 
could, and repeat after each story Proverbs 
20:11. 

It must have been easy for the little lad to 
do what he could for the loving Jesus, and 
for Miriam to do what she could for her 
darling little brother, but we have a story 
to-day about a little girl who did what she 
could just because she wanted to be helpful. 
(The two countries and Naaman’s journey 
might be pictured on the sand-board. ) 

Lesson.—It was a beautiful palace in 
which the little maid lived, but it was not 
her home. She was born among the He- 
brews, but one time, during a war, long, 
long ago, many people were taken prisoners 
and carried away to another land. Among 
them was this little maid, who waited on 
Naaman’s wife. We cannot tell whether 
she had any brothers or sisters, but .she 
surely had a father and mother who had 
taught her to be helpful. 

The palace to which she was taken was 
the home of Naaman, the great captain. As 
the little maid waited upon his wife she often 
saw her beautiful clothes ang jewels, but she 
sometimes noticed that the face of her mis- 
tress was sad. At last she learned why it 
was. Her husband, the great captain, was 
a leper, which means that he had a terrible 
disease which nobody seemed able to cure. 
It was worse than small-pox or scarlet-fever, 


(Continued on next page) 
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To Most Enjoy Your 
California Trip 


Take the shortest, most direct route and ride over 90-pound 
steel rails and a Sherman ballasted roadbed, dustless and hard 
asarock. No jolts or jars—fewest curves—lowest grades. 

Arrange to visit Denver—stop off at Salt Lake City. You 
see some of the West’s most splendid scenery. 

This means traveling 


Union-Southern Pacific 


Standard Route of the West 
Electric Block Signals 


Equipment is unsurpassed in comfort and luxury—excel- 
lent dining cars on all trains. 


$62.50 Round Trip From Chicago 


This low round-trip fare.is in effect from Chicago to San 
Francisco, June 5 and 6, and 10 to 22, inclusive, enabling you to 
attend the International Sunday School Convention, held in 
San Francisco, June 20 to 27, at a reasonable cost. For all 
information, address 


GERRIT FORT, P: T.M., v. P. B. B. 
959 Farnam St., OMAHA, NEB. 
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A Timely Book for all who are interested in the Celebra- 
tion of the 300th anniversary of the King James Version 


The Ancestry of Our English Bible 


By Ira Maurice Price, Ph.D. 


Professor of the Semitic Languages and Literatures 
in the University of cago 


‘*Certainly nothing handsomer has issued recently from an American pub- 
lishing house, and I believe nothing so valuable on the subject has been published 
for a long time.’”’— W. H. P. Faunce, President Brown University. 

‘* Of the many recent works on the English Bible this easily takes the lead in 
attractiveness and interest.’’—7he Living Church. 

Illuminated cover; 330 pages; 45 illustrations. $1.50, net, at 
your bookdealer’s, or sent postage prepaid by the publishers. 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL T1IMES COMPANY, 1031 Walnut Street, PHILADELPHIA, Pa, 




















Love Triumphant 


A TALE OF THE FIRST EASTERTIDE 
By Florence Morse Kingsley 


With musical illustrations by various composers. 


Makes a most unusual Easter Service for the Sun- 


day School in combination with the Church Choir or Each booklet a complete Carol Service 
Chorus of selected voices. 


Something entirely new and so different from the | Price 5 Cents Each 
and Recita | 


ordi y ice of Carols tions. 
1) Far more attr ve. No more expensive. or $2.50 per 100 
Send Ten Cents for sample set 


Sample copy o! the Sunsay School edition, with | 
Carols for Easter 


three new carol services of the usual ‘T.-M. Co. kind 
By Rev. J. S. B. Hodges, D.D. 


mailed for ro cents. 
TULLAR-MEREDITH CO. 
a collection of twelve bright carols 
! Price 5 Cents 


265 West Vs ae Street, New York 
14 West Washington St. 1013 Fourth Nat’! Bank Bidg. 
Chicago Atlaata 
or $2.50 per 100 
Send 5 cents for sample and catalogue 


New Services 


** CHRIST IS REN aes Harotp Lowpen. 
The H. W. GRAY CO. 


Linn, , ap in onl [one yay 
21 East 17th Street New York 


right and original. Words that are sensible and 
Sole Agents for Novello & Co., Lid. 


helpful. Don't decide until you see them. Send 
CARDS, 
BOOKLETS, and 
BOOKMARKS 


5 cents for the two. Choirmasters be sure to send for 
samples of our New Easter Anthem. 

Beautiful and exquisite productions of 

wig ciaes lithography. 

Our 


JOHN J. HOOD CO., Pritacionias Pa: 


HYMNS OF WORSHIP 
AND SERVICE 
forthe SUNDAY - SCHOOL 
page 
full desc i d pri f the above, 
FREE alee Easter ‘collection naan, besides ou 
numerous Sunday-schooil supplies. 


MacCalila & Ce., Inc., 249 Dock St., Philadelphia 


Easter Carols 


BOOES: 4, Tl, ° Hi 





























Published, October, 1908. 
Used and liked in hundreds of schools 
Introductory price, Juli cloth, 30 cents. Send 
Jor a sample copy 


The Century Co., Union Square, New York 
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and you know how careful people must be to | 
keep away from such diseases, because they | 
are catching. 

The little maid remembered what she had | 
learned in her homeland. One day when | 
her kind mistress seemed very sad the little | 
girl said, ‘I wish my lord were with the | 
x grt that is in Samaria, for he would cure | 

im of his leprosy.’’ She was thinking of | 
the good prophet, Elisha, who had done | 
such wonderful things. (Recall some.) | 
Somebody told Naaman and the king what | 
the little maid said, Naaman’s king wrote 
a letter to Elisha’s king, and sent it by serv- 
ants with a present of gold and beautiful | 
clothes, and Naaman went too. When Eli- 
sha’s king read the letter he was troubled, 
aud said, *‘ Does Naaman’s king think that | 
I'am a god, to cure a man of leprosy? He. 
surely wants to quarrel with me.’’ | 

Elisha, the man of God, heard about it, | 
and sent word to the king, ‘*‘ Let Naaman 
come to me, and he shall know that there is 
a prophet of the Lord in Israel.’? (Com- 
plete the story in Bible language until Naa- 
man reaches his home, well, with flesh as 
clean as that of a little child.) 

Picture the little maid and her mistress 
waiting for his return, and ‘their joy to see 
him well and strong. ‘The Bible does not 
tell how they rewarded the little maid for 
telling them about Elisha and his God. I 
am sure that they were good and kind to 
her, and I know that the heavenly Father | 
was pleased because she had done all she 
could to be helpful. ‘* Even a child maketh 
himself known by his doings, whether his 
work be pure and whether it be right.”” The 
little maid certainly tried to live as our motto 
teaches : 





‘* Do all the good you can 
To all the people you can,"’ ete. 


I think if we keep our eyes and ears open 
we may find some chances this week to help 
somebody else, though not just as the little 
maid did. 


** Help us to do the things we should 
To be to others kind and good." 


CuicaGco, ILL. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Helen Gill Lovett 


How A GREAT MAN WAS WON FOR GOD, 
Who helped? How? 

. A Little Maid 

. A Heathen King 

. A Medical Missionary + 

The Man Himself 


E FIRST discussed the patient: his 
position ; his character ; his disease. 
The girls told me what they knew of 
leprosy and explained why, in the Bible, itis 
the type of sin. What was done for Naa- 
man? What better thing was taught him? 
Which was Elishamore anxious todo? We 
noted Naaman’s acceptance of Israel’s God. 
Notice carefully how Elisha prevented Naa- 
man from ascribing his cure to any one but 
God, or to anything Elisha did. 

Let us see whe helped in this cure. Here 
we wrote our first heading, and studied the 
little maid, noting her nationality, her work, 
how she came to be there, her message and 
its indication of her faith. We paused to won. 
der whether this little maid had ever ques- | 
tioned God’s love in permitting her to be sepa- | 
rated from her homeland. We noted God’s | 
compensation in the blessing of helping to | 
win a great man to God. 

Who helped the soldier reach the prophet’s 
country? Here we wrote our second head- 
ing and discussed the Syrian king,—his 
opinion of Naaman, his letter, and the gift. 
I explained the Oriental idea concerning gifts 
and the girls explained the mistake of this 
heathen king in thinking to purchase a cure. 
The heathen idea was that a god must be pro- 
pitiated before he would effect a cure. 

Who was the next to help? How did 
Elisha know about it? We'll call Elisha our 
medical missionary? Why is he like a 
medical missionary? What is the chief pur- 
pose of the missionary doctor? For what 
purpose does he use his medicine and pro- 
fessional knowledge? Where was Elisha’s 
home? We pictured Naaman and his 
escort arriving before the door of Elisha’s 
home, and his recept‘on. Why do you think 
Elisha did not go out to meet this official ? 
Was he too proud? We’ll see later one 
good reason for this. What is the message 
Elisha sends to Naaman? How does Naa- 
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| man receive it? What is the servant’s 


opinion? I explained about the beautiful 
rivers of his own country and the Jordan’s 
muddy stream. Why was Naaman to bathe 
in Jordan? What would this indicate ? 

Who is the next one who helped? The 
girls hesitated, for they had not realized the 
man’s part in his own cure.” This had to be 
developed. What did Naaman finally de- 
cide? What cured him? When do you 
think the cure came? What did the obed- 
ience show? We noted that faith is shown 
only by obedience. We now summarized by 
naming all who helped and stating briefly 
how each had helped. 


Why could Naaman not say on his return’ 
h 


that he was cured by a prophet? He had 
not seen Elisha before his healing. . Why 
could he not say he was cured by Jordan 
water? It had not cured others, Why 
could he not say he had purchased his cure? 
Why not because he had performed some 
greatdeed? Who then must have cured him ? 
What was Naaman’s part ? 

Here I drew-a chain with four links. 
This represents the missionary chain to-day. 
The good news (first link) is carried in our 
Bibles to the heathen. Read the message, 
Isaiah 45 : 22; Matthew18:14. The second 
link, the means for sending the missionary is 
furnished by us who remain at home. The 
third link is the missionary who teaches the 
heathen ; and the fourth is the heathen cured 
of the leprosy of sin by faith in eg Christ. 
Acts 16 : 31 was read and marked, and we 
noted our part in the chain. 

I had two medical missionary pamphlets 
from which I intended to read selections. 
Not having time for it, I will give them to the 
girls to read at home, The denominational 
missionary societies will furnish these. 


Home Work on Next Week’s Lesson 


For next week read again 2 Kings § : I-19. 
How was Elisha a medical missionary ? 

Read 2 Kings 6: 8-14. Why does the 
king of Syria want Elisha at this time ? 

Read 2 Kings 6: 14-20. Mark verse 14. 
What does Elisha mean in verse 17? In 
what way was the man blind? 

Read 2 Kings 6 : 20-24. How did Elisha 
show the Christ spirit to his enemies ? 

Mark and memorize Psalm 91:11. How 
does Jehovah fulfil this promise in Elisha’s 
experience? When wasit quoted to Jesus? 
(Matt. 4 : 5-7.) 

Kead a portion of a letter from Paul to 
Timothy, 2 Timothy 4 : 16-18. How was 
this experience like Elisha’s ? 

Read Psalm 34 : 6-10. Mark and memo- 
rize any verse which reminds you of the de- 
liverance of Elisha. 


PHILADELPHIA, Pa. 
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My Class of Boys 
And One New Plan Every Week 
By Amos R. Wells 


T THE close of the class concert 
prayer (Psa. 19: 14), since the birthdays 
of three of my boys fall within the month, 

I offered a brief, earnest prayer for them. 
Carrying out my plan to have something every 
week for a while about the class name, 
** Knights of Honor,’’ I asked the boys to tell 
what were the duties of the ancient knights, 
and received admirable replies : to defend the 
right, to protect the weak, to ebey the king. 
This I applied to my modern knights. 

This Week’s Novelty.—Promising that 
our lesson was one of the most interesting 
stories in all the world, I said that I had 
divided it into six chapters, and called atten- 
tion to a home-made chart which I had hung 
on the wall before the class. You may not 
have a wall convenient to your class, but 
every teacher must have some way of hang- 
ing charts before his class. You may hang 
them up on a stick fastened to the back of a 
chair or leaning against the back of a pew, 
stuck between the cushion and the back of 
the seat. Or, a carpenter may make you a 
special standard, jointed for easy carrying. 

I will give my chart entire, as it may be 
helpful, though it is very simple : 

CHAPTER I.—NAAMAN. 

Who was Naaman? 

In what country didhe live? Where is it? 

In what city? What do you know about it ? 

Why was Naaman honored i 

What was his condition? 

What does leprosy do? 

What does sin do that makes it like leprosy ? 

( Continued on next page) 





























LESSON FOR APRIL 2 (2 Kings s) 


Great 
Victories 


for the 
AMERICAN 
STANDARD 


BIBLE 


At Cincinnati, on October 19, 1910, 
the General Convention of the 


Protestant 
E| 


adopted a resolution in favor of 

the permissive use of the Revised Version. 
The American Standard Bible is 

used as the basis for the comments on the 
International School Lessons 





in the publications of the great denomina- 
tional publishing houses. 

e proof of what is being done is 
shown in one order recently received from 
the Gideons for 


25,000 siscsreBIBLES 


TO BE DELIVERED BY JUNE 1st 
and the presses and bindery will need to 
work night and day to supply them. 

It required over 50 years to bring the 
King James revision into such general 
use as American Standard is at the 
present time. 

We have the most complete line of Bibles in 
existence, in all sizes of type, all styles of binding, 
and can supply a Bible or "Testament to suit any- 
one, ung oe old, in the King James or American 
Standard Version. 


Fer sale oft tenting Rechastins. Prices from 35 
ayn Send tor beoklet and price list te 
THOMAS NELSON & SONS 


Bible Publishers for Over 50 Years 
381 A FOURTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 


HALLOWED Hy ™'8 


$25 per 100, not prepaid. 35 cents 
Returnadle 
THE BIGLOW & MAIN CO., New York or Chicago 


IMUSIC 
TAUGHT 
FREE 


HOME INSTRUCTION 


We want to advertise and introduce our home study 
music lessons into all parts of America, and will give 
you absolutely free instruction if ins will ae recom- 
mend the INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTE to your 
friends after you learn to play. e successfully teach 
Piano, Organ, Violin, Mandolin, Guitar, Cornet, 
Banjo, Cello and Sight Singing. You may not know 
one note from another ; yet, by our wonderfully simple 
and thorough method, you can soon learn to play. If 
you are an advanced player you will receive special 
instruction. Our lessons are sent weekly. ‘hey are 
so simple and easy that they are recommended to any 
person or little child who can read English. Photo- 
graphs and drawings make everyeins plain. If you 
accept our free tuition offer you will be asked to pa 
only a very small amount (ave ng 14 cents aweek} 
to cover postage and necessary sheet music. We have 
successfully taught others and we can successfull 
teach you. Write ay for our Free klet, whic 
explains everything. It will convince you and cost 

ou sous: i RNATIONAL INST ITUTE 

USIC, 98 Fifth Avenue, Dept. 185, New York. 























. University method of ialization 
HARTFORD with practical training for the min- 
istry. Large faculty and library. 


cecdusse tenet AHEOLOGICAL 


t ips, both foreign 
d resident. a 
and resident. Open to college aradu- SEMINARY 
Address Dean M.W. JACOBUS, Hartford, Conn. 
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Choice Farm Mortgages 


Established over thirty years. 
Never one dollar of loss of either 
principal or interest. Only gilt 
i edge personally inspected securi- 
ties offered. Best of references. riptions and 
rates on application. F, ment. 


The Bank of Brookings st 
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What do wealth and power amount to if 
one is a sinner? 
CHAPTER I].—THE Ray oF LIGHT 
FOR NAAMAN, 
Who brought it? 
Whence came she? 
What was her work ? 
Whom did she tell about? 
How is she an example for us? 


CuapTer III.—THE EXPEDITION. 

Who sent Naaman to Israel ? 

What did Naaman take with him? 

What sort of money did they use then? 

What was a silver talent worth? Ten tal- 
ents? 

What was a piece (shekel) of gold worth? 
Six thousand pieces? All together? 

To what king did Naaman go? Why? 
Where? 

How long ajourney? By what route? 
How did he travel? 

How was he received ? 

Why did not the king think of Elisha? 


CHAPTER 1V.—NAAMAN AND ELISHA. 
What word did Elisha send to the king? 
Why was he so confident ? 

How did he receive Naaman? 

What did he prescribe? 

How did Naaman receive this? Why? 


CHAPTER V.—THE CURE 

How was Naaman persuaded to obey 
Elisha ? 

How far was the Jordan from Samaria? 

What was the result of the bathing ? 

What really was the cause of the cure? 

How alone may we be cured from the lep- 
rosy of sin? , 

CHAPTER VI.—GEHAZI THE GRAFTER, 


Why did Naaman return to Samaria? 
Why did Elisha refuse the gifts ? 
Who got part of them? How? 
What is graft? Give examples. 
What was Gehazi’s real sin? 

How can we avoid it? 


I used this chart in the following way. I 
called on one boy to tell all he knew about 
the subject of the first chapter, and after he 
was through I asked the class to add what 
they could. Then I asked the questions 
under the chapter title, both for a review and 
to make sure that the ground had been well 
covered. ‘I did the same with all the chap- 
ters. I used the board map to show the 
positions of the cities and the route of Naa- 
man. Stick pins into the board and connect 
with a colored string to show the journey. 

The boys were especially interested in 
learning about Damascus, its great age, its 
‘* Damascus blades ’’ and *‘damask.’’ They 
were also much interested in learning about 
leprosy, in figuring out the value of the gold 
and silver, and in discussing graft. I used 
as examples-of the latter the graft in the pur- 
chase of the automatic cashiers, fasteners, 
eetc., for the post-office department, and the 
enormous graft in the furnishing of the Penn- 
sylvania capitol, I might have used the 
weighing frauds in the New York custom 
house, and many other sad instances. Of 
conrse [ threw especial earnestness into 
the comparison of sin to leprosy, and the 
presentation of Christ’s salvation as the only 
cure for sin. 

One of the boys, after the lesson, asked 
that we might always use this plan of teaching, 
so I think it must be a good one, though 
of course it is not best for every lesson. 


Home Work on Next Week’s Lessen 

Read two chapters, 2 Kings 6, 7, What one 
lesson is taught by the three events described 
in these chapters? Draw a little map show- 
ing the situations of the different parties of 
our main lesson, 2 Kings 6 : 8-23. 

Boston. 
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The Adult Bible Class 
By President Frank K. Sanders, D.D. 


How Naaman the Syrian General was 
Healed of His Leprosy and Became 
a Worshiper of Jehovah (2 Kings 
5; about 825 B. C. ?) 


CONDUCTING THE CLASS SESSION. 


dt story of Naaman the Syrian, the 
captain of the hosts of Syria, who was 
healed of his leprosy, is another of the 
beautiful and stirring prophetic narratives of 
the Old Testament which awaken our ad- 
miration and respect for the literary skill 
with which they are related, and for the noble 





ideals they represent. It must be rated 





along with the story of the Great Lady of 
Shunem or the more dramatic stories of the 
Day on Mount Carmel and of the Meeting 
of Elijah with Ahab at Naboth’s Vineyard. 
It must have been a treasured story in the 
palmy days of Israel’s might. 

Under what Israelitish king this episode 
occurred no one can surely say. Not im- 
probably it was in the reign of Jehoram. 

How does the narrative characterize the 
commander, Naaman? Note the dramatic 
contrast in the last clause’of verse 1, What 
other characteristics of Naaman are furnished 
by the remainder of the story? . Would we 
be justified in attributing to him an unusually 
open mind? Was he particularly ready to 
become a worshiper of Jehovah? 

** By him Jehovah had given victory unto 
Syria.’’ This is an interesting contribution by 
the author of Second Kings, who clearly un- 
derstood the great truth that Jehovah was not 
merely the partisan of.the:Hebrews, but that 
he was responsible for all this history in the 
making. Tt was an era of discipline and 
growth for the Hebrews, Their. reverses 
were salutary, and alla of God’s devel- 
oping plan. At the time they occurred it is 
not likely that either the Syrians or the He- 
brews attributed the former’s victories to 
Jehovah. 

**But he was a leper.’’ Naaman was 
certainly tainted with leprosy, and could 
not escape in the end the horrible disfig- 
urement which it ultimately accomplishes. 
Probably his disease had not as yet assumed 
its most virulent and loathsome form, or he 
could not have maintained’ his court and 
family life in the way implied by the narra- 
tive. Yet, at any rate, it was a great draw- 
back, something that blighted and crippled 
his life, so that the little maid’s sympathy 
for him was sincere and strong. Of how 
many men we are obliged to add that depre- 
catory clause beginning with a ‘‘ but’?! 
They are lovable, brilliant, resourceful, 
everything we may approve, du/— some 
canker is eating their soul. What a tragedy! 

What motive moved the little captive maid 
to speak of Elisha? and what light does her 
passionate wish throw on the popular view 
in Israel of Elisha? He'was the man of God 
in their eyes. He could pray to Jehovah for 
any needed blessing and receive an answer. 

When ying of this'saying by one of his 
courtiers, how did the Syrian king testify to 
his affection for Naaman and to his great re- 
spect for the Israelitish prophet ? The Syrian 
king was munificent in a princely way. Of 
course he sent his letter and the present to the 
king of Israel, supposing the prophet to be one 
of his courtiers. The Syrian king, a stranger 
to Israelitish ideas, thought. neither of Jeho- 
vah nor of his representative. He took a 
strictly commercial view of the matter. 

How was the king of Israel affected by the 
request of the Syrjan king? Why did he not 
think of Elisha and his power? Perhaps 
verses 13, 14 of 2’Kings 3 throw some light 
on this question. King Jehoram and Elisha 
may have had but little in common. 

Elisha’s confident message to his king 
shows incidentally that the persecutions of 
the days of Elijah were allover. Elisha 
could live at the capital in perfect freedom. 

The simple message ol the prophet to 
Naaman was deeply disappointing to the 
latter. What was the prescription? Why 
did Elisha refrain from giving it in person? 
Why did he direct Naaman to wash seven 
times in the Jordan iin preference to cleans- 
ing him of his leprosy on the spot? Like a)] 
true spiritual leaders Elisha- effaced himself 
and forced Naaman to: attribute his cure to 
the right sources. But Naaman possibly 
feared that he was being made ‘a laughing- 
stock in Israel. 

Naaman was fully healed, and returned to 
Samaria to express his gratitude. He truly 
ascribed the cure to Elisha’s god, Jehovah 
of Israel, and depreciates all other gods in 
comparison. He had hardly become a con- 
vinced monotheist, but he had gotten far 
enough to wish to enrol himself as a loyal 
worshiper of Jehovah. : 

His request from Elisha for two mules’ 
burden of earth is an interesting illustration 
of one of the religious ideas of the time. He 
thought he could best worship Jehovah 
within the confines of Israel. The earth of 
Samaria, transported to Damascus, would be, 
like the deck of a warship, constructively the 
soil of the nation. It would be Jehovah’s 
soil. Many.centuries passed before the truth 
was fully appreciated which is expressed in 
Jobn 4: 21. 

Naaman’s request to be pardoned for ap- 

( Continued on next page) 








Like a 
Breakfast of 
Toasted Nuts 


That's one way to describe Puffed 
Wheat and Puffed Rice. 

The grains are so nut-like that chil- 
dren use them in candy—chefs use them 
to garnish ice cream. Nearly all users 
mix them with bananas or berries. 
Cooks use them in frosting cake. 

en you serve them with cream 
for breakfast, or for supper in a bowl 
of milk—the crisp, brown grains will 
suggest toasted nut meats, ready to 
melt in the mouth. 

Four people in five like Puffed Wheat 
or Puffed Rice better than any other 
ready-cooked cereal. We have proved 
this by hundreds of lunch-room tests. 


Nothing Else So Easy 
to Digest 


be no other process are cereal foods 
made even half so digestible. Here 
the millions of food granules are liter- 
ally blasted. t pieces. “The. digestive 
juices act instantly. 

One gets all the food value of the 
whole y~ without any tax on the 
stomac’ There is no other way to do 
that. ° 

That's why Puffed Wheat and Puffed 
Rice form such ideal foods for between- 
meals and bedtime—or for people who 
need to be careful—or for business men 
who want a light lunch. 

They are often served, like bread or 
crackers, in a bowl of milk. For these 
puffed grains are as crisp as crackers, 
and four times as porous as bread. 


Puffed Wheat, 10c 
Puffed Rice, I5c 


Except in Extreme West 


These are Prof. Anderson's foods— 
the famous foods shot from guns. The 
moisture in the grain is turned to 
steam, then the grains are puffed by 
— it. 

us the food granules are literally 
blasted to pieces. The grains are 
puffed to eight times nornial size. Yet 
the coats of the grain are unbroken. 

They are far more delicious, far more 
digestible, than wheat or rice were ever 
made before. 


Eighteen Million Dishes 
Every Month 


The homes that know Puffed Wheat 
and Puffed Rice are now consuming 
18,000,000 dishes per month. You 
ought to know them, too. Tell your 
grocer to send one package of each so 
you can find them out. Cut out this 
reminder and lay it aside so that you 
won't forget. 


A Reminder 


to telephone the grocer for Puffed Wheat 
and Puffed Rice, ~ 
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parent compromise of his convictions by 
making the outward signs of idolatrous wor- 
ship raises a perplexing question, Was not 
Elisha condoning the very thing that Elijah 
condemned? (1 Kings 18: 21.) Farrar 
suggests that Elisha was ‘ mercifully tolerant 
of the exigencies of Naaman’s position.’’ In 
no case does it follow that compromises with 
conscience are permissible for the Christian. 

The cupidity of Gehazi afforded a deplora- 


| ble conclusion to this noble story. Gehazi 


came near destroying the good effect of the 
prophet’s lofty unselfishness, 

Unconscious Instruments of God. Who 

other than Naaman has unconsciously fur- 
thered God’s plans ? 
' Lhe Conditions of Personal Influence. 
What gave the maiden’s testimony such 
power, and Elisha’s advice such convincing- 
ness? 

Bowing in the House of Rimmon, Is it 
ever lawful for us to do anything of which 
our consciences do not approve ? 

Gehasi’s Guilt, What magnified it? 


Books THat May Be UsEp. 

There are few books to which one can re- 
fer the reader with reference to the story of 
Naaman. Geikie’s ‘*Old Testament Char- 
acters ’’ has a brief but good a Stan- 
ley’s ‘* Jewish Church ’’ (Vol. p. 296) 
uses the story as an illustration of Elisha’s 
catholic spirit. Farrar’s ‘* Second Kings’’ 
(pp. 50-64) is the most complete discussion 
of the episode to be found, 


of Lumby in the Cambridge Bible are very 
helpful, the latter being much more in detail 
than the former. The article, ‘‘ Namaan,’’ 
in the one-volume Hastings, is excellent. 
DaiLy Home Work ON THE NEXT LESSON. 

The lesson for April 9 is 2 Kings 6: 8-23. 

Monday.—Read 2 Kings 6 : 8-23. Elisha’s 
Heavenly Defenders. What a confidence 
the heavenly vision gives the one who pos- 
sesses it ! 

Tuesday.—Read 2 Kings 6: 24 to 7:2 


The Famine and Elisha’s Prediction. of 


Plenty.» Why was Elisha: held. responsible 
for the continuance of the famine ? 

Wednesday.-— Read 2 Kings 7 :. 3-20. 
The Sudden Deliverance from Wa ar and 
Famine in fulfilment of Elisha’s word, .No- 
tice the slowness of the king to credit it. 

Thursday. — Read 2 Kings 8: 1-15. Eli- 
sha’s word to Hazael: It was. a bitter word 
for him, but it had to.be said, 

Friday.— Read 2 Kings 13: 14-21. Eli- 
sha’s dying advice to Joash of Israel. How 
much was meant by the tribute of verse 14? 

Saturday.—Read Psalm 34 as an expres- 
sion of gratitude for Jehovah’s deliverance 
of his people from dangers. 

Sunday.—Read 1 Samuel 11: I-13 as a 
notable. example of an earlier deliverance, 
equally illustrating. the power.of God, 


WASHBURN COLLEGE, TOPEKA, KANSAS, 
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The Whistling Cure 
By Annie Louise Berray 


ICKY sat on his new doorstep and 
looked at the roses growing under the 
date-palm in his new back yard. All 

at once he knew that he.was homesick. He 
wished he were back in the old home, that 
was now more than three thousand miles 


away, where it was probably snowing this | q 


minute, and all the little boys and girls he 
knew were sliding down hill. 

He wished—but suddenly he stopped wish- 
ing. ‘If you’re not careful you’ll cry, just 
like a girl,’’ he told himself scornfully. 
**You’d better whistle,’’? and so he began, 
very bravely to whistle ‘‘ Yankee Doodle.’’ 
He had to stop now and then to swallow the 
lump in his throat, but on the whole. it 
Sounded very well, ard’ any one passing by 
would be sure to thitik: ‘*There is a little 
boy who is whistling because he is happy to 
think he lives in California, where the grass 
is green all winter.’ 

After a little while he went into the kitchen 
for a drink. It made him feel queer again 


| when he saw Iris sitting in a high straight- 
, backed chair by thé stove, peeling potatods, 
| Iris -was a litthe Japanese wornian; whdse hus- 


band, Aoki, worked for Dicky’s father, Iris 


The notes of | 
Skinner in the New Century Bible and those | 


SCHOOL TIMES 


had only been in America two months and 
she could hardly speak a word of English. 

Iris looked so forlorn that Dicky felt sorry 
for her. He could not ask her what the 
trouble was for she could not understand him ; 
but he felt sure that she was just as homesick 
for one as he had been a little while ago 
for his old home in New York State. 

** It’s too bad you can’t whistle, Iris,’’ he 
said thoughtfully, ‘* You’d feel lots better.’’ 

Iris smiled and bowed and said, ‘‘ Yes, 
thank you.’? Although she had not the 
least idea what Dicky was talking about. 

** If you could only whistle,’’? he went on, 
** you could start in on a tune like Yankee 
Doodle every time you started thinking about 
Japan and wishing you were there.”’ 

Iris bowed again politely, and repeated 
** Yes, thank you.’’ 

Dicky watched her a moment as she neatly 
pared the potatoes. He remembered what his 
mother said : that you had to show Iris only 
once how to do anything. All at orce the 
thought came to him, ‘* Why couldn’t I 
teach her to whistle?’’ 

He tried it. He pursed his lips and gave 
a short whistle, then he pointed to Iris. 
It was only a moment before she understood, 
She tried once or twice and found she could 
do it too. 

Such a smile lit up her sad little face ! She 
tried it again and again, and every time she 
looked happier. 

‘* What did I tell you?’’ shouted Dicky, 
‘*didn't I tell you it would make you feel 
better? Now try Yankee Doodle!’”’ 

Iris stopped long enough for her little bow 
and her ‘* Yes, thank you.’’ 

When mother came into the kitchen a few 
moments later, Iris and Dicky, their faces 
shining with happiness, stood in the middle 
of the kitchen floor, whistling Yankee Doodle 
as hard as they could whistle. 


PASADENA, CAL. 


EDITOR BROWNE 
Of The Rockford Morning Star 








‘‘About seven years ago I ceased 
drinking coffee to give your Postum a 
trial. 

‘*T had suffered acutely from various 
forms of indigestion and my stomach had 
become so disordered as to repel almost 
every sort of substantial food. My gen- 
eral health was bad, Atclose iothevals 
I would suffer severe attacks which con- 
fined me in bed for a week or more. 
Soon after changing from coffee to Pos- 
tum the indigestion abated, and-in a 
short time ceased entirely. I have con- 
tinued the daily use of your excellent 
Food Drink and assure you most cordially 
that Iam indebted to you for the relief 
it has brought me. 

‘*Wishing you a continued success, I 
am 

Yours very truly, 
J. Stanley Browne, 
. Managing Editor.” 

Of course, when a man’s health shows 
he can stand coffee without trouble, let 


brain-workers simply cannot. 

‘The drugs natural to the coffee berry 
affect the stomach and other organs and | 
thence to the complex nervous system, | 
throwing it out of balance and producing | 
disorders in various parts of the body. 


disease generally supervenes. So when 
man or woman finds that coffee is a 
smooth but deadly enemy and health is 
of any valueat all, there is but one road— 
uit. 
It is easy to find out if coffee be the 
cause of the troubles, for if left off 10 
days.and Postum be used inits place and 
the sick and diseased conditions begin to 
disappear, the proof is unanswerable. 

Postum is not good if made by short 
boiling. It must be boiled full-15 min- 
utes after boiling begins, when the crisp 
flavor and the food elements are brought 
out of the grains and the beverage is 
ready to fulfill its mission of palatable 
comfort and renewing thecells and nerve 
centres broken down by coffee. 

‘*'There’s a Reason.”’ 

Get the little book, ‘‘The Road to 
Wellville,” in pkgs. 


Ever read the above letter? Anew 
one appears from time to time. They 





are genuine, true, and full of human 
interest. 


him drink it, but most highly organized | 


The 
Better 
Kind of 


Bible Class 
Will Grow 


—grow in interest, in numbers and 
in service to others. It will grow 
because it will know,—know more 
about the Bible and life and the 
Way of Life, through more devoted 
study and preparation, and more 
searching consideration of themes for 
discussion, 


For the adult class thrives best 
under the care of the teacher who 
best stimulates intelligent thought, by 
encouraging the class to do real work 
in advance, and to take part in the 
lesson period. 


It can be done. 
can do it. 


It zs done. You 


It is evident from the numerous 
responses to a suggestion made in 
these columns, that Bible class lead- 
ers who read The Sunday School 
Times are deciding to have the better 
kind of class,—the class in which 
there is some preparation by the class 
itself, instead of preparation by the 
teacher alone. 


It is better to:-talk with than te 
talk 7o mature folks (and children, 
for that matter), and when your class 
has done even a little study, the 
talking w7th is possible. 


The same Sunday School Times 
that helps you in your preparation 
will help every member of your class, 
in a different way. The class mem- 
bers won’t ‘‘steal your thunder:’’ 
‘There is thunder enough for all-—and 
various kinds of thunder. You can 
indicate from week to week a plan of 
study (not too much of it) in which 
you and the class can work together. 
President Sanders points the way. 
| You can point your own way, utilizing 
the various articles and suggestions 
for further study on the part of vari- 





Keep up this daily poisoning and serious 


ous members who can bring results to 
the class. 


| Zyy the plan, right now, and for 
three months steadily, until you can 
see how it works—the plan of having 
The Sunday School Times in the 
hands of each adult class member, 


| 


The cost is trifling,—19 cents each, 
when five or more subscriptions are 
ordered at one time, for three months 
(13 issues). One free copy with 
every ten paid for. 


Why not have the better kind of 
Bible class? You can. 


THe SunpAay ScHOOL TIMEs Co., 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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(LESSON FOR APRIL 2 (2 Kings 5) 


Filling Up the Sunday-School in Summer 


HERE can be no doubt that any Sunday-school can be well filled in summer’s heat as 
well as in winter’s cold; but it cannot be done while superintendent and teacher 
believe or wish otherwise. The Sunday School Times last s g offered to place on 

an Honor Roll all Sunday-schools that reac high attainment in this matter of summer 
attendance, 

Now is a good time to commence preparations for making the summer of 19:1 the 
best yet in the history of your Sunday-school, by studying the following facts and figures, 
and comparing with them the record of your own sehool. 

The Honor Roll, now published, is in two divisions ; Sunday-schools in places of 
more than 10,000 population, and Sunday-schools in places of 10,000 population or less. 
It includes the names of Sunday-schools that attained the following record im attendance : 

(2) Average weekly attendance from the third Sunday in September, 1909, to the 
sécond Sunday in June, 1910, inclusive, sixty percent, or better, of the total enrolment of 
the school during that period, 

(6) Average weekly attendance from the third Sunday in June, 1910, to the second 
Sunday in September, 1910, inclusive, eighty percent, or better, of the average weekly at- 
tendance of the period called for in (a). 

In other words, calling (a) the winter attendance, and (4) the summer attendance, the 
average weekly winter attendance was to be at least sixty percent of the enrolment, and 
the average summer attendance was to be at least eighty percent of the average winter at- 
tendance, 

The result: of the work reported follow : 


The Summer Attendance Roll of Honor 


Enrol- Winter Summer Winter Summer 
ment Average Average percent percent 





Name of School 


(Cities of more than 10,000 population) . 
St. John’s A, M. E., Norfolk, Va... ....... +. » 650 390 425 60 109 
Friends, Minneapolis, Minn. . . . 6 See has: 44 42 64 95 
Westminster Presbyterian, St. Joseph, Maas. ss ee 133 124 60 93 
Westminster Presbyterian, Greensburg, Pa... .. .. .340 282 245 83 87 


Town and State" 





First M. E., Missoula, Mont... ..... ok wi og wie 3°5 250 75 82 
(Towns of less than 10,000 population) 

MM: Cn, eas ea ee eh te te BG 87 go 77 103 

First Congregational, Prescott, Ariz.. . .erw: 8r 7t 97 88 

Christ Church, Presbyterian, Catskill, N. “Y. ih. « 2. ace 129 106 °—«74 82 





Two Sunday-schools entitled to a eres in this Honor Roll are mentioned separately 
because of the fact that there was a difference in their summer and winter enrolment. They 
are listed below. Here the figures given in the column headed ‘‘Summer percent ’? were 
arrived at, not in just the way used for the same column in the table above, but by ascer- 
taining first the percentage showing the relation of the summer average attendance to the 
summer enrolment, and then ascertaining the percentage showing the relation of the sum- 
mer percent of attendance to the winter percent of attendance. This computation was 
necessitated by the fact that these two schools reported different enrolments in summer and 
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Wise foresight should 
lead you to keep in the ~ 
cupboard a half dozen or 


more handy packages of 


Uneeda Biscuit 


They won’t get broken, musty, 
soiled or like ordinary 
soda crackers because their 
crisp, clean freshness is 
protected by the 
moisture - proof 

and dust-tight 








winter. The resultant figure in the last colu 


mn of the. two tables is therefore of the same 


character. (Both of these schools are in towns of less than 10,000 population. ) 





Winter Summer Winter Summer Winter Summer 


Name of School Town and State 


Enrolment Enrolment Average Average percent percent 





First Presbyterian, Durango, Col. . .. . 185 
Epworth M. E., Matamoras,'Pa.:.. .°. . .13 
First Congregational, Beresford, S. D. . , 118 


136 135 104 73 104 
150 86 97 64 100 
150 86 106 . % 97 











The Home Department 
By Mrs. Flora V. Stebbins 





NORTHAMPTON, MASs.--In seeking help as 
to Messengers for our Home Department 
would you advocate asking members of the 

* Boy Scouts”’ ? 

There can be no harm in doing so. If the 
Scouts are members of your Sunday-school, 
it seems as though they would welcome the 
opportunity of definite, systematic service for 
the school. I would confer with the Leader 
of the Scouts, however, 





WESTERLY, R. I.—Is there any given rule 
for dropping members ? 

Have you any to drop? Please don’t 
without strenuous efforts to keep them. 
Broadly speaking, if people mark their en- 
velope or contribute, it shows an interest, 
so keep them, If they do neither, and show 
no interest, have a frank talk with them and 
see if you cannot gain their interest in the 
work, helping them in every possible way. 
If you get ne response from this, then it is 
not wise to carry them on the membership 
roll. 





FITCHBURG, MASS.— We. need a purity 
campaign started in our city. It has occurred 
to me that in a quiet way our Home Depart- 
ment workers might begin to create an interest. 
Do you think this is foreign to our office and 
work? How can we begin? 

It is not foréign to your work. Anything 
and everything that affects the home life 
should claim our interest and command all 
the help possible. 

Can you not have a conference of all the 
Home Department workers in the city in the 
Young Men’s Christian Association, and 
place the matter before them? The -senti- 
ment would be felt—a deSire for better con- 
ditions manifested. To begin wisely I would 
advocate taking certain specific things to 
work for for a given time, and then adding 
others. I would not simply generalize, but 


be very definite. For instance, the perils of 
the adolescent period, the condition of boys 
and girls of high school age. Would it not 
be possible to have a parents’ conference 
once in three months at least to study into 
and confer on the best ways of leading our 
children to hate all that isimpure? If the 
Visitors would take this idea to their mem- 
bers and seek their co-operation, the first 
conference, although perhaps not very large, 
would be a nucleus to work with. I amsure 
*the clergy would willingly co-operate. 

Another evil is the ‘moving picture 
show.’? Many of the pictures are unfit for 
our boys and girls tosee. Let this topic be 
studied, 

Another thing is the non-observance of the 
curfew—it rings, but it means nothing. A 
little parental co-operation with city officials 
would make that mean something. And so 
you could continue.  Bv all means make a 
start, and asa help and inspiration to you 
let me give you Howard Arnold Walters’ 
creed, that you may adopt it : 


** I would be true, for there are those who trust 


me 

I woud be pure, for there are those who 
care ; 

1 would be strong, for there is much to suffer ; 

I would be brave, for there is much to dare. 

I would be friend of all—the poor, the friend- 
less ; 

I would be giving, and forget the gift ; 

I would be humble, for I know my weakness ; H 

I if look up, and laugh and love and 
ift.”” 





WESTFIELD, MAss.— Our Department has 
been granted the disposition of treasury. 
What line would you recommend ? 

Not knowing local conditions, it is hard to 
say. If there is any immediate need locally 
to be met, your help would be timely. It is 
always practical to encourage and instruct 
giving for missions, both home and foreign. 
I would advise consulting with your denom- 
inational missionary secretaries and asking 
for some person or persons or specific work 
to help. Let reports from this be given to 
the Department, thus constantly stimulating 
the interest and increasing gifts. 





package. 












John I. Brown & Son Boston, Mass. 
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BROWN’S 
BRONCHIAL TROCHES 


Can be carried in purse yevest pocket—always 
ready to oiere Coughs, Hoarseness or lung af- 

fections. Take whenever required—contain no 
opiates. A favoriteamong Speakers and Singers, 


Price, 25c, 50c and $1.00. Sample free 













ree Rh 


Sas no ays i“ ry 














EMULSION 


THE ONLY. EMULSION 
IMITATED 

If there was any other 
Emulsion as good as SCOTT’S, 
SCOTT’S would not be the 
only one imitated. 

For thirty-five years it has 
been the standard remedy for 
Coughs, Colds, Loss of 
Flesh, Anemia, Bronchitis 

AND 


CONSUMPTION 


Be sure to get SCOTT’S; every 
bottle of it is guaranteed and backed by 
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Peal McSusst Be. Foousey Co. Bairmene, 


Che Sunday School Times 


Philadelphia, March 18, 1911 


Entered at the Post-office at Philadelphia as 
“ second-class matter ” 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, for either old or 
new subscribers. ‘These rates include postage: 

Five or more copies, either to 

75 cts. separate addresses or in a pack- 

age to one address, 75 cents each, per year. 

One copy, or any number of 

$ 1.00 copies less than five, $1.00 each, 
per year. One copy, five years, $4.00. % 

To Canada, on' account of extra postage, 
the above rates become $1 and $1.50 respect- 
ively, for yearly subscriptions. i 

One free copy addi- 
Free Copies ina will bellowed 
for every ten copies paid for in a club at the 
95 cent rate, 
Tue SuNDAY SCHOOL Times Co., Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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THE BUTCHER 
Y SPOTLESS 








This is the Butcher of Spotiess Town, 
His tools are bright as his renown. 

To leave them stained were indiscreet, 
Por foiks would then abstain from meat, 
And so he brightens his trade you know, 
By polishing with SAPOLIO. 


There is no yy like cleanly 
surroundings. at is why the But- 
cher keeps his tools and every part of 
his shop spick and span. It’s as true 
of the home: shining cooking utensils 
and table furniture give a relish to the 
plainest meal, and a cake of 


SAPOLIO 


in plain sight guarantees that every 
thing about the kitchen will be clean 








as a new penny. 











A Suggestion by 
Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


LW the issye of February. 18, comment- 
t ing on the ipibae ter Merch 5, Mr. 

Prumbull- wrote ae follows +“ Phe- 
writer weeny recommends ever 
teacher’s giving each pupil with this 
lesson a very remarkable little book by 
John R. Mott on ‘How to Make Jesus 
Christ Real’” (5 cts.) 

The large number of those who have 

acted on this suggestion leads us to call 
attention to the fact that this is but one 
of many similar pamphlets and booklets 
of equal value. These are some others 
by Mr. Mott: Bible Study for Personal 
Spiritual Growth, 5¢. ; Secret Prayer 
Life,. §c.; Morning Watch, 5c.; A Call 
for Character, Dean Bosworth, Oberlin, 
cloth 25¢c,, paper 5c.; Can the Modern 
Man Pray, Frank T. Bayley, Denver, 
10c,; Devotional Use of the Scriptures, 
‘ohn Monro Gibson, D.D., London, soc. ; 
¢ssentials, Charles Edward Jefferson, 
Broadway Tabernacle, N.Y., 35c.; Fight 
for Character, Pres, King, Oberlin, cloth 
25c., paper roc.; How Deal with Temp- 
tation, Robert E. Speer, cloth 25c, paper 
5c.; More than Men, Rev. Charles H, 
Parkhurst, goc.; Next Step, Dr, Jeffer- 
son, boards 35c., abridged edition, paper 
sc.; Second Mile, Harry Emerson Fos- 
dick, goc.; Availing Prayer, Dr. W. W. 
White, 5c.; Lessons in Prayer, F. S. 
Goodman, §c.; ‘Things that Makea Man, 
Robert: E, Speer, 5c. These and a cata- 
logue of other similar material can. be 
secured from the Y. M, C. A. Press, 124 
East 28th St., New York City. 








The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 








Sunday, April 2, 1911 


Lessons from Great Lives: IV: 
Joshua (Josh. 1 : 1-11, Conse- 
cration meeting). 





’ Daily Readings for Preceding Week 
Mon.—Joshua's apprenticeship (Exod. 24 : 
I 


2-18). 
Tues. —Faith and faithfulness (Num. 14 : 6- 


10). 
Wed.—The warrior (Exod. 17 : 8-19). 
Thurs.—The judge (Josh. 7 : 10-13). 
Fri.—The leader (Josh. 4 : 11-14). 
Sat.—True to his word (Josh. g : 19). 











What do you think is Joshua's greatest 
achievement? 


How was his faithfulness rewarded ? 
How does he resemble the Christian soldier? 


OTHING. is more interesting than to 
discover whenever we can the central 
secret and principle of any strong and 

successful career. What do you think 
central secret and principle of Joshua’s life 
was? 

The three qualities emphasized by Jehovah 
in commissioning Joshua as Moses’ successor 
were strength, courage, and obedience ; the 
obedience involving faith in Jehovah who 
promised to be with Joshua as he had been 
with Moses. But strength and courage and 
faith are all simply obedience to God. It is 
good to reduce all secondary things to some 
simple and fundamental moral principle. 
Obedience is enough. If we will obey God 
everything else will fall into its proper place. 
** By faith, Abraham obeyed.’’ Perhaps we 
are sometimes perplexed over faith but we 
need never le perplexed over obedience. We 
can always be sure of some right thing to do, 
Let us obey God in doing that right thing and 
we shail find full light breaking upon our way, 


Mailed on receipt of price, 
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Where Else 
, Can You 

Find an Investment 


That pays 5 percent interest, from the 
day your money is received— 

That offers abundant security in the form 
of first mortgages on improved real estate— 

That pore you to withdraw your money 
at any time without notice— 

_And that is backed by a conservatively 
managed company with ample resources 
and 16 poole of successful business ex- 
perience 

In the entire history of this company 
there has never been a day's delay in the 
mailing of interest checks, or the payment 
of principal, when asked for. 


Let us send you the booklet 
telling all about it, 
THE CALVERT MORTGAGE & DEPOSIT Co. 
1064 Calvert Building, - Baltimore, Md. 


The Prophets tt? Promise 


BY WILLIS J. BEEC! 
Treats the whole subject of Bvt Pe phecy. 


-00 
THOMAS Y. CROW & CO., NEW YORK 
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Joshua obeyed and’ without “shriiking® or’ 
tce-fe ; 











1e over Jordan. 

Obeying God iniesend, he inspired obedience 
in others, Obsetve the reply of the Reuben- 
ites and Gadites and half tribe of Manasséh 
to their leader (Josh. 1: 16, 17). Itis the}! 
men who know how to obey who can also 
command. ‘The people are willing to follow 
a man who follows God. When Joshua re- 
ceived a commandment from God, he deliv- |, 
ered it to the people and they obeyed him 
because he obeyed it. The man who would 
have the people under the law must not put 
himself above the law. We shall be able to 
persuade others to live by principle only as 
| they see those principles lived by us (Romans 
ia: at)p 


< 

Joshua was alive to God, and God was alive 
to Joshua. Joshua believed in him and had 
dealings with him. How often did God 
speak to Joshua? And Joshua was set upon 
keeping God before the mind of the people. 
He talked about him. He erected memo- 
| rials to him. He taught the people in many 
| ways to realize that God was their real leader 
| and king. Joshua did not seek pre-eminence 
| for himself, He did not claim to do things 
| by his own energy and power. He did not 
| talk about himself or his discoveries or his 
| policies or his achievements. It was all God’s 
doing. Accordingly there were no jealousies 
or factions or partisanships. There was one 
national obedience of God. 

Wherein is the great experience recorded 
in — 5 : 13-15 typical of the whole life 
and character of Joshua? His courage, his 
directness, his faith, his reverence,: his obe- 
dience? What instances of Joshua’s uncom- 
promisingness can you find? And when he 
was deceived into a promise did he think 
that he was justified in violating it? 

And when the great warrior came to die 
what were the counseis which he gave to the 
people? What lessons did he draw from the 

ast? What warnings did he give for the 
uture ? 

He had the proud honor of having led the 
whole nation in faithful service of God. All 
the days of his life they were true and all the 
days of the elders that outlived him and had 
known all the work of Jehovah that he had 
wrought for Israel. Then men began to for- 
get. Shall we? 








* Lord God of hosts, ve with us yet, 


Lest we forget Test we forget. 
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Who Was There 
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Whom You Knew 


Look with care at this ghostly picture—this strange old Civil War photograph, 
Perhaps among these Union soldiers about to venturé into Petersburg—or among 
the besieged Confederates who tensely waited for the fire of this gun—which 
roared destruction just after this photograph was taken—perhaps, in that dread 
place, some one near and dear to you moved and fought and fell. 

To every American who gazes on a scene like this comes a sense of his own 


heritage, for the great Crisis that tested both North and South found neither 
wanting in skill or courage, and made our national Government, our unity, 


brotherhood and character. 


But where did we get that war photograph? Why do we print it here? 
That makes a story in itself; for in securing this picture we secured three 
thousand five hundred more—an astonishingly vivid panorama of the greatest 


struggle in modern times. 


We will send you that story, well printed and illustrated by more pictures, 


Read this: 








8 of these 
Pictures 
For the Cost of Mailing 


To give you some idea of 
the bigness of this work we 
have chosen 18 of the photo- 
graphs at random, repro- 
diuiced* them carefully and 
enclosed them in a handsome 
portfolio, These 18 we will 
send you free if you send 
only ro cents for the cost of 
mailing. Even these samples 
will be valuable acquisitions, 

When the public has real- 
ized the wonder of this dis- 
covery, we will no longer 
give pictures away. So you 
had better send the coupon 
at once and make sure of 
this splendid addition to your 
library. 





How We Got the 3,500 Unique 
Civil War Photographs 


From Sumter to Appomattox, a camera and a dark 
room, under protection of Allan Pinkerton and the 
Federal Government, accompanied the armies and the 
navies through the Civil War. The 3,500 photographs 
taken were bought by the United Staies Government 
for $27,840 and promptly buried in the War Depart- 
ment, an important part of our secret records, 


























But the great camera genius who took the / 5.S.T. 
photographs kept a duplicate set for him- egien 
self. When he died, these too were lost— REVIEW 

until nearly fifty years after the war they OF REVIEWS 
were found again. How they were taken COMPANY 

—how they were lost— how they were 

found again—how the, REVIEw oF 13 Astor Place, 


New York, N. Y. 


Send me, free of charge, 
the 18 prints of your newly 
discovered Brady Civil War 
photographs, ready for fram- 
ing. and contained in a hand- 
some portfolio. Also send me the 
Story of these photographs and tell 
me how I can get the whole collec- 
tion for the value of one photograph. 
Tenclose 10 cts. to cover cost of mailing, 


REVIEWS secured them, is a wonder- 
ful story that can’t be told here, 


But read the panel and send 
the coupon at once and you'll 
get the whole story. 


REVIEW OF REVIEWS CO. 


13 Astor Place, New York 
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* Address 











